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The Kansas Delegates headed for San Antonio, Texas the week of July 12-19 to stay at the 

Crown Plaza Hotel on the Riverwalk for the 62nd Annual convention of Epsilon Sigma Alpha.  

Pat Josey, Kansas State President, checked in early in the week to prepare for a very busy 

time leading the Kansas delegation.   

Tuesday:  The convention workshop ð òGo Beyond and Take a Walk on the Wild Side of San 

Antonioó presented by Tom Woodley began a series of workshops that would be held 

throughout the week.  The ESA Foundation Casino night held another very successful event 

that evening that many of the delegates attended.  

     



Wednesday:  Up early the delegates attended the 

Certified Leadership Seminar, òAchieve Above ð Inspire 

Beyondó.  Two outstanding presentations were given 

by Linda Goldfarb presenting òLive, Laugh & Love: Itõs 

more than a Plaque on the Walló and Rhythm PowerT 

presented a unique rhythm interaction for developing 

leadership.   Pat Josey will attend the State Presidentõs 

workshop to develop a new and dynamic program idea 

for ESA with the other State Presidents under Jamie 

Atchisonõs leadership for 2009-2010.  Going to 

Workshops ð visiting with old friends ð visiting the registrations tables and buying tickets 

for the Mystery night filled the first few days.   (Left: Linda and BJ give some serious 

attention to some workshop task.)  

At 6:00 the Kansas Delegation hosted a table to invite 

members of ESA to the IC convention in 2011 in 

Overland Park.  Susan Winters is ready to campaign 

for her position on the elected board as Workshop 

Coordinator.  Maureen, Phyllis, Barb and Joy man the 

table to hand out Kansas materials.  Oklahoma and 

Minnesota were in the area as well.    

 

   

     



At the Welcome Party Mixer òBienviedos Amigos!ó ð President Pat presented our invitation to 

come to Kansas in 2011 and we welcomed them to the Sunflower Serenade in Overland 

Park.   We enjoyed a wonderful Mexican dinner (But donõt ask Diney what she thought of 

that!)  

   

Susan Winters will dance her way across the stage in the candidateõs convention skit 

without missing a beat.  We were ready to VOTE!!   

Thursday:  The celebration of Life ceremony started the day to 

memorialize our members that were lost in 2008-2009.  The First 

General Assembly  of IC convention is always impressive as it opens 

with the Flag Ceremony.   We were very proud as our President, Pat 

Josey, carried in the Kansas flag for our state.   She joked that since she 

didnõt wear dresses any more that she had on her òcustomó, but we 

thought she was absolutely beautiful!   

The Easter Seals Chairman reported 7,152 hours, $78,269.71 in gifts in 

kind, and $73,367.25 in monetary gifts given this year. Everyone came 

forward to donate to the gifts to aid children in the program and the 

stage was filled with baby blankets, bottles, and every kind of item 

necessary for small babies that Easter Seals helps in the San Antonio area.   The Kansas 

delegation could be seen everywhere wearing their campaign Kansas shirts. 

     



Rosalie Griffth, Chairman of the Board 

of the ESA Membership Corporation, 

gave her first òState of ESAó speech.   

All is well with ESA and the Board has 

ended its first year with flying colors.   

BJ Clark gave a special presentation, 

òAbove and Beyond ð ESA Makes 

Dreams Come Trueó, where she 

featured several ESA members.   This 

included our own Maureen Wells telling about her òbucket listó and 

how she has made some of her dreams come true this past year.  

Several more workshops were held in the afternoon and some of us headed for the 

Riverwalk to check out the sites and do a little shopping.   

     

Thursday evening is the night for Stateõs night out and the caucusing to determine how 

votes will be cast.  (PS ð We decided to vote for SUSAN WINTERS!)   Pat had us organized and 

ready to depart from the hotel at 4:00 pm.  The Kansas delegation headed downtown to eat 

at a wonderful sidewalk café.  Cindy couldnõt resist the dessert, but the rest of us couldnõt 

resist helping her devour the goodies. What are sisters for ð if not to help out when needed? 

Pat will lead the Kansas caucus back at the hotel after the Mystery night adventure.    

   



The Second General Assembly  was opened by our own Joan Bourn giving the òOpening 

Thoughtó.    The ballots were collected and other highlights of the General Assembly were 

the donation of almost 2000 teddy bears to CASA (Child Advocates of San Antonio) and the 

recognition of some special military personnel in a Hope for Heroes presentation.   

 

  

The Recognition Luncheon is always a highlight of the convention when we are recognized 

for the accomplishments of the year.  Kansas had many honors to take home.  IC Awards for 

Kansas ð 2009 were: 

1. Clara Ginn 3rd place   State Membership Director Honor Award - Greatest Number of New 

Members 

2. Kim Kummer 3rd place - State Philanthropic Award - Most Hours Donated 

3. Tammie Mitchell and Karen Stinson - 3rd place - State News Bulletin AwardFour Issues or Less 

4. Sue Gosselin 3rd place - Easter Seal State Award - Most Monies Raised 

5. Pam McElvain  2nd place  - State Disaster Fund Award - Most Monies Donated by State 

6. Verneene Forssberg - Sixth Degree of the Pallas Athene Program 

7. Angie Fairbanks  1st place - Division II-Literature-Association of the Arts 



8. Pat Upham   2nd place - ESA Foundation State Award 

9. Pat Upham  2nd place  - ESA Foundation Scholarship Award  

10. Pat Upham  ESA Foundation State Counselorõs Award of Excellence-  Certificate & plaque 

11. ESA Foundation Plateau of Achievements: Turquoise - Sandra Westbrooke; Turquoise - Glenda 

Peterson-MAL; Turquoise - Delta Tau; Crystal - Chi Epsilon; Crystal - Epsilon Pi; Silver - Patsy 

Jenks; Silver - Shirley Campbell; Bronze - Jim Bourn; Bronze - Gennie Brown; Bronze- Pat 

Upham; Bronze - Virginia Schulz; Pearl - Kansas Lamplighters.  

12. The Kansas Senior Outstanding youth was recognized as the International Winner and this 

honor was accepted by Karen Stinsen from Delta Delta Chapter in Ulysses who nominated 

her.   

 

After the Awards luncheon, the Kansas delegates settled in to wait the results of the election and 

were very happy when they found out that our own Susan Winters was elected the Workshop 

Coordinator.   There were more workshops and the evening was filled with the St. Jude Event ð òLone 

Star Bash ð ESAó and the St. Jude Reception for members who raised over $1000 for St. Jude.   

The Third General Assembly:   Joan Bourn was recognized for 50 years of service along with other 

members who have served ESA with distinction.    Then we heard the Keynote speaker ð Suzie 

Humphreys, who gave a wonderful and humorous speech entitled, òI CAN DO THAT!ó  The message 

was that you can do anything if you are willing to try.   She had us rolling in the aisles.  

            



We met the St. Jude family that spoke to us about how St. Jude has made a difference in 

their lives and how it has kept their daughter alive, in spite of a brain tumor.   

 

Saturday night banquet celebration:  The final evening of convention is a time to celebrate 

the tremendous amount of money made and donated to St. Jude Childrenõs Research 

Hospital and the Installation of office for the International Council.    Kansas had a lot to be 

proud of as Brenda Love presented our check and we saw the final totals for the year.  

(PRETTY IMPRESSIVE)   We also saw our own Susan Winters installed as the new Workshop 

Coordinator for the International Council for the coming year.   We had a wonderful time 

this year in San Antonio and look forward to traveling up the road to Minneapolis, 

Minnesota next July!   

    

 



                               

 

 


