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By Coleen Cape 
 
There comes that time in every female’s life,  
For which she’s always strived –  
The time when the girl in her dies, 
And the woman finally comes alive. 
 
It doesn’t come with marriage, motherhood,  
Or at any given age –  
For womanhood is a precious, growing thing, 
That time alone can’t gauge.  
 
One morning you realize it’s not enough in life 
Just to be someone’s mother or some man’s wife; 
Though you need each other, and in your life 
they  

Hold a special place;  
you know that something’s missing  

Something you must face! 
 
There are dreams you have kept hidden 
Of the woman you long to be- 
A locked door within your heart, 
To which you must find the key. 
 
Like a dusty, closed, book sitting alone on the 
shelf, 
Hoping someone will take you down, open you 
up,  
And help you find yourself.  
 
So many chapters left unread –  
Too many pages left unturned. 
All those words that have never been said –  
Far too many things about yourself you’ve never  
           learned.  
 
That’s how I felt about myself,  
As I lived each and every day. 
Always searching and hoping I’d discover 

Something to help me find my way! 
 
Something that would help me to use  
All my talents yet untapped.  
For until I could learn to channel them,  
I knew that I would always feel trapped.  
 
Not only trapped, but guilty too; 
For I know what God expects of me and you.  
He gave us all gifts to use as best we can; 
To help alleviate pain and bring love to our  

fellowman.  
 
One day I found I didn’t have to search anymore –  
For I finally found just what I’d been looking for;  
A friend took me by the hand and showed me the way-  
She told me about something special she called E.S.A.  
 
I went with her once, never dreaming I’d find 
The help that I needed to achieve peace of mind. 
I found love and openness where I wanted to stay,  
With women, who like myself, were looking for the  
 way. 
 
I learned that my search must never end – 
But go on and on everyday; 
For there’s always something you can do or be,  
To make yourself better than you were yesterday.  
 
For on the day your search has ended 
And you’re finally the best you can possibly be,  
Then there is nothing left but death –  
For that’s how God meant it to be. 
 
So til then, I’ve learned to be happy 
With myself as I live from day to day –  
And grateful that I found my answer 
With the help of my sisters and E.S.A.!

 
 

(This is the first Poem Coleen wrote about ESA) 

 

“On becoming a Woman” 
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     Meaningful State Ceremonies 
 

Compiled “With love” for the 

 2004-2005 State Presidents at the request of 2004-2005 IC President - Coleen Cape 

By Verneene Forssberg 
 

 
 
Set your spirit free – Embrace the power of meaningful ceremonies:    
 
This is also one task that you can give to someone in your state to empower them to step forward in a 
leadership role and express their creativity.   Perhaps it is someone you would like to encourage to 
assume more leadership in the future.  Tell them you expect them to create something different – 
something impressive – something that your state’s membership will walk away from filled with the 
energy of ESA.    
 
 Be creative with each of the ceremonies that you have at your state conventions.  You do not have to limit 

yourself to what has always been done.  
 

 Adapt the ceremonies to the individuals that are involved.  
 

 Adapt the ceremonies to the different themes you are working with.    
 

 Limit the length of the ceremony to an appropriate time frame.   Sometimes the simplest things are the most 
impressive. 

 

 Ceremonies will bring life and meaning to your convention and make them events to remember.    Use feeling 
and emotion to reach out to your membership.  

 

 Add a personal touch to your ceremonies by adapting the ceremonies to articulate the sister’s individual 
personality.   

 
There are several sample ceremonies included in this booklet that serve as examples of what you 
might use as a ceremony to enhance your convention activities.    Scattered throughout this booklet 
you will find poems and sayings of inspiration which may enhance your speeches and/or ceremonies.   
Any ceremony can be changed to meet your needs, relate to themes or personalities, or have it send the 
message you are trying to convey.   
 

[We can do more than dream, we can IMAGINE.] 
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Opening / Closing flag ceremony 
 
 

“Points of Light” 
Opening Flag Ceremony based upon “Points of Light” theme 

Written and composed by Verneene Forssberg, Kansas 

 

(Props needed:  Candles – Candle holders – Glow Ball that sits on a table if possible – a table to put the 

candles for their lighting or a candle aubra will work as well.  If you can find a military honor guard to bring in 

the American flag it will be very impressive – if not use the regular people available.) 

  

“Our flag, … born of revolution, symbolizes its original 13 colonies with red and white stripes and a blue canton 

with 13 stars.  These symbolized our desire for freedom as we sought our independence from Great Britain.  By 

tradition we soon began to add a new star as each new state was admitted to the Union.  We have grown from 13 

to 50 and our stars reflect the small and regular changes of our great nation over the past 200 years.  Each new 

star became a point of light.” 

 

The honor guard will start to move forward to a drum cadence.   This can be a recorded cadence or a drum and 

bugle core and be enlisted to bring the flag forward.   A military honor guard can be asked to present the colors.  

As the flag moves forward motion the audience to stand and begin the next dialogue as it proceeds to the front.) 

 

“But we are more than just stars and stripes, we are Americans.  Each and every one of us is also a point of light 

symbolized in or great flag.” 

 

The honor guard comes forward to the front – turns at the front for the pledge of allegiance to be said. 

 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one 

nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”  

 

The Star Spangled Banner will then be sung as the military honor guard continues to stand at attention until the 

song has ended.   The military honor guard will then post the flag and retire to the back of the room in military 

fashion to a cadence.   The dialogue will then continue with a poem “What is an American by Horold W. Ruapp: 

 

What is an American?  

 

An American … is one who believes in the rights of men and women of whatever creed, class, color or ancestry 

to live as human beings with the dignity of becoming children of God.  

 

An American …  is one who believes in the right to be free not only from the crushing coercions of dictatorships 

and regimentation, but free for the way of live where man may think and speak as they choose and worship God 

as they see fit.  

 

An American …  is one who believes in the right to vote, the right to work, the right to learn, the right to live 

and, what is equally important, in the right to be different; for we know that if we ever lose the right to be 

different we lose the right to be free. 
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An American … is one who believes in democracy, not only for ourselves, but for all our fellow Americans.  By 

democracy we mean not simply the rule of the majority, but the rights of the minorities; and those minorities 

have rights, not because they are minorities, but because they are human beings.  

 

An American … is one who believes in the responsibilities of privilege.  What we ask for ourselves, we are 

willing to grant to others; what we demand for others, we are willing to give to ourselves.  An American‟s creed 

is not alone, “live and let live, but live and help live.” 

 

The people who carried the flags for this ceremony were the Kansas Past President’s auxiliary called the 

Lamplighters.  Introduce the Kansas Flag carried by someone, flanked by a two person honor guard carrying 

long taper candles.   (longest available candles)  The Kansas flag will be posted to the right of the podium 

where the person will continue to stand by the flag and the two honor guard will stop at a candle holder 

positioned in front of the podium on a table place the candles and light them.   If it works better candles can 

already be positioned up front and the honor guard can light their candle when they arrive at the front.  The 

dialogue will have to be altered to meet the description of your state flag.  

 

“Presenting the _____________ (state) colors today are _________________________________,   

________________________________________, and __________________________________ 

 

Kansas, land of Ahs, oh, what a bright star you have been for this great nation!  From the farmlands to our cities, 

you fill our hearts with pride and your beauty can not be denied.  

 

The golden wheat fields, the industry of our state, nestled under the stars, promise life to all who harvest here.   

Your personality is so diverse; we never know what is in store: will it be a gentle prairie breeze moving across 

the plains, or the sounds of an approaching storm?  When at last your rains enrich us and the fragrance of fresh 

due surrounds our life, we look and it never fails us, there is a rainbow with new promise of life. There are fatted 

cattle dotting the land and wildlife and fish filling our streams.  Truly this land we call our home is blessed with 

many points of light! 

 

Our state motto is cluster amidst 34 stars on our flag.  “Ad Astra Per Aspera”, it says – to the stars through 

difficulty,” it means.  How very appropriate for this shining point of light! 

 

If your state honors the flag of the IC Representative this is where you would place the honor for this flag.  Once 

again the flag is brought forward with three honor guard.  The flag would be posted by one who continues to 

stand by the flag – the other two would light their candles at the front of the podium representing the Points of 

light.   The dialogue continues:  

 

“Presenting the South Dakota colors today are ________________________________________, 

______________________________________, and ___________________________________. 

 

We are proud to honor South Dakota, the state of our International Council Representative, __________. 

On a field of blue we see the blazing sun as South Dakota proudly speaks of her heritage.  We are the “Sunshine 

State,” says the message loud and clear.  We know it is the sun that is our greatest star.  It is the sun, our 

strongest star that spreads its light upon us daily.  Without its presence no life upon the earth would or could 

exist.  Its energy, its power, its presence is our shinning star in the heavens.  It is a point of light that gives us 

life.  

 

South Dakota prairies are filled this time of year with the American Pasque flower – as her state flower and the 

first to bloom at Easter time how appropriate that it is accompanied with the motto, “I lead.”  
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Yes, what is it to be an American, but to become a shinning point of light.  An American is one who acts from 

faith in others; from understanding, no prejudices; from goodwill, not hatred.  To bigotry we give no sanction; to 

intolerance no support. 

 

The true American never asks, “Are you a protestant, or Catholic, Gentile or Jew, white or colored, but are you 

an American?  If you are, then give me your hand, for I am an American too.”  

 

The song “Proud to be an American” by Randy Travis will be sung.   After the song concludes the next set of 

three will present the All Faiths flag.  The one carrying the flag will post it and stay by the flag while the other 

two will light their candles in the front.   

 

Presenting the flag of all faiths will be _____________________________________________, 

___________________________________, and ______________________________________. 

 

Symbolic of the brotherhood of mankind, we honor today the flag of all faiths.  The ESA Flag of all Faiths is 

symbolic of all our faiths, without regard to denomination, creed or sect.  The green represents the spiritual 

growth in our lives, while the white dove of peace serves as a reminder to keep within our hearts, a prayer for 

peace and love throughout the world.  The international circle represents all ESA women who have joined hands 

across the seas, working together in harmony and friendship.  May this symbol, representing one of the four 

great freedoms, freedom of religion, give us continued strength, courage and faith to serve mankind and one 

another. 

 

Brotherhood – by Grace Noll Crowell 

 

Brotherhood … one simple singing word.  A word that pictures mankind linked with God.  We say it over and 

our hearts are stirred.  We view the pathway that our feet have trod, and we know we somehow missed the way, 

when men have fought mad wars, time and time again.  

 

A brotherhood of nations … every land freed from dark suspicion, doubt and greed.  Opening their doors with 

fearless hand to meet a neighboring people‟s desperate need … how beautiful it is to contemplate!  Let us work 

for it before it is too late.  

 

The brotherhood of man … oh, strives for it that wars and their wild rumors all may cease!  It will be as if a 

lifted torch was lit, and a bewildered world at last will find its peace.  All this will be if mankind will only unite 

in universal brotherhood.  

 

The ESA International Flag will be posted by the State President flanked by two other past presidents.    Two 

more candles will be lit.  The President of the state will stay by the flag and be in a position to be introduced 

and begin the meeting at the conclusion of the flag ceremony.  

 

Presenting the flag of Epsilon Sigma Alpha International is our State President, ______________________, 

________________________________________ And __________________________________________ 

 

I am Epsilon Sigma Alpha International, the heritage of you all.  I am the flag of blue and gold.  I pay tribute to 

the handclasp.  I pay tribute to the open book unfolding a wreath of knowledge.  I pay tribute to the candles of 

the crest, and our compassion for others.  I shall ever wave for ESA, symbolizing our rich heritage of love and 

sisterhood.  

 

It is fitting that our state president carries the flag of our organization today as she has been our star, our 

shinning point of light this year.  She has challenged all of us to become a point of light for others.  She has 
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asked us to reach out and gather in a handful of stardust and spread its light to others.  She has asked no more 

than she was willing go give, and we were inspired by her leadership.  

 

The song “Points of Light” by Randy Travis will be sung or played at this time.  The room will be darkened 

completely except for the candles up front.  A glow ball will be turned on throughout the song throwing points of 

light all over the room.  There are table models that can be used for this purpose.    When the song ends the 

lights will be turned back up and the dialogue will continue:  

 

Let‟s us pray:  Eternal Father, accept our praise and gratitude for having given us this opportunity to assemble 

once again.  Hear us as we pray for a freshness of spirit to renew our faiths and brighten our hopes.  Create new 

warmth between members of our sorority that we may go about our work – not head first but heart first.  In an 

atmosphere of team spirit, grant us, Oh God, patience, understanding, and wisdom in decisions to be made.  

 

Be with our President as she guides us throughout this convention.  May our lives be enriched as we join 

together for the work that is ours.  Grant us a willing minds and ready hands that we may band together and use 

these days sincerely and wisely for the good of all mankind.  Help us to continue to be a point of light for this 

great nation.  All this we asked in thy Holy and precious name.  Amen. 

 

The Lamplighters may retire from the podium and take their seats.   (The people standing beside the flags will 

return to their seats on the front row with the other honor guard people.  Our state president’s theme this 

particular year was “ESA - Super Star” So this final introduction can be adapted to any State President’s 

theme.  At this point the President will open the convention meetings.    

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Sisters and guests, the Lamplighters of the Kansas State Council are very pleased to 

introduce to you our shinning point of light, our Super Star, the President of the Kansas State Council, 

__________________________________.  

  

 

Closing Flag Ceremony for the “Points of Light Ceremony”  
 

The flags are retired on Sunday or at the conclusion of the state convention and a brief closing ceremony is used 

to remove the flags from the podium area.   The Lamplighters were used in this original ceremony but anyone 

can be used by the person responsible for the Flag ceremony.  They will come forward at the person who is 

responsible for retiring the flags takes her place at the podium.   Every time they hear the words “I believe” 

they were instructed that the next flag would start to leave the room.   The song “Points of Light” at a low 

sound so as not to drown out the words will be played the entire time.  

 

Will you please stand as we honor our retiring flags (The American Flag will leave the room first) I believe in 

the supreme worth of the individual and in his right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  As we prepare 

to go our separate ways, let us renew our vows of sisterhood, making us mindful that we stand taller and we 

stand stronger when we speak as one voice.  

 

(The Kansas Flag will be carried out) I believe we need all our voices to raise in a chorus in order that ESA can 

be all that it can be.  For every idea and thought must begin with someone and perhaps the most beautiful idea of 

all is one still unheard, trapped in silence.  

 

(The South Dakota Flag will be carried out) I believe in the beautiful clear vision, that looking through the eyes 

of love has given ESA.  It is the vision of self-worth, acceptance, and immense gratitude, knowing we are better 

people because of each other and the love we share as sisters.  
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(The All-Faiths Flag will be carried out) I believe that through our strength we will climb to new heights.  As 

we stand for compassion and spiritual wisdom we will draw great strength. 

 

(The ESA Flag will be carried out of the room) I believe in the vision of a better world.  I believe in a chance to 

bring laughter to children; hope to the oppressed, and a song to lips of those silenced by despair.  

 

And now my sisters,  

May you find sincerity in sun and shadow. 

May you bend with the winds of adversity, yet never break. 

May you grow through all of the seasons of your life in dignity and grace. 

May you reach ever upward toward the stars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 

 

 

FLAG PROTOCOL  

 (ESA Flag Protocol adopted by the International Council Executive Board, February, 18, 1999) 

   

The following information is taken from the United States Code and is the only AUTHORITY for the display 

and use of the American Flag. This can be located in the United States Code Service, Title 36, and Sections 173 

through 178. There are times when Amendments to this code are made; therefore, this code should be 

occasionally reviewed. The Code may be found in your public library and university libraries.  

"When used on a speaker platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should be displayed above and behind the speaker. 

When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the US. Flag should hold the position of superior 

prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the clergyman's or speaker's right as 

he/she faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker 

or to the right of the audience."  

"No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of the flag of the United 

States of America, except during church services conducted by naval chaplains at sea, when the church pennant 

may be flown above the flag during church services for the personnel of the Navy. No person shall display the 

flag of the United Nations or any other national or international flag equal, above, or in a position of superior 

Flag protocol for state conventions 
 

The Pursuit of Excellence is to 

 CARE more than others think is wise 

 RISK more than others think is safe, 

 DREAM more than others think is practical  

  And to 

 EXPECT more than others think is possible. 

    Author Unknown 
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prominence or honor to, or in place of the flag of the United States at any place within the United States or any 

Territory, etc."  

The code further states that flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies should be to the left of 
the Flag of the United States and the right of the audience. In as much as there is no flag code for ESA and the 
flags that are used, it appears that the precedent already established is in order.  
 

"When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs the same height. The 

flags should be of approximate equal size.  International usage forbids that display of the flag of one nation 

above that of another nation in time of peace."  

The following diagram is based on an International Council presentation and can be adapted to Regional and 
State, ceremonies. 

 
U.S Flag/Australian   PODIUM:  Host State Flag/IC Pres. State Flag/ 

       Flag of All Faiths/ESA Flag/  

Multi-State Council Flag (If one is used)/ 

ESA Foundation Flag  

(Other flags at the discretion of the Presenter)  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx AUDIENCE xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

THE AMERICAN FLAG 

 
Do you know that at military funerals, the 21-gun salute actually stands for the sum of the numbers in 1776?  

The honor guard pays meticulous attention to correctly folding the American Flag 13 times and it does not 

symbolize the original 13 colonies as you might have thought, but the following: 

 

First Fold – of our flag is a symbol of life. 

 

Second Fold – is a symbol of our belief in eternal life. 

 

Third Fold – is made in honor and remembrance of the veterans departing our ranks who gave a portion of their 

lives for the defense or our country to attain peace throughout the world. 

 

Fourth Fold – represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in 

times of peace as well as in time of war for His divine guidance. 

 

Fifth Fold – is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decaur, “Our Country, in dealing with other 

countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong.” 

 

Sixth Fold – Is for where our hearts lie.  It is with our hand over our hearts that we pledge allegiance to the flag 

of the United State of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with 

Liberty and Justice for all.” 

 

Seventh Fold – is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country 

and our flag against all her enemies, whether they are foreign or domestic. 
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Eight Fold – is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the 

light of day. 

 

Ninth Fold – is a tribute to womanhood, and Mothers.  For it has been through their faith, their love, loyalty and 

devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great has been molded. 

 

Tenth fold – is a tribute to the fathers, for they too have sacrificed their sons and daughters in the defense of our 

country. 

 

Eleventh Fold - represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies in the 

Hebrews‟ eyes the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Twelfth Fold – represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies in the Christians‟ eyes, God the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thirteenth Fold – for when the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our nation‟s 

motto “In God We Trust.” 

 

After the flag is completely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appearance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us 

of the soldiers who served under General George Washington, and the sailors and marines who served under 

Captain John Paul Jones, who were followed by their comrades and shipmates through generations of men and 

women serving in the Armed Forces of the United States – preserving for us the rights, privileges and freedoms 

we enjoy today.   (FYI – they quit teaching this in the public schools in 1955.) 

 
All-Faith’s Flag 
 
Please be mindful that we are not an organization with a religious affiliation but we do respect 
religions of all faiths.   We have many different religions represented in our organizationõs 
membership.  We must respect them all.   Each state should post an òAll Faiths Flagó if they choose to 
recognize religion in their flag ceremonies.    To single out the Christian faith as the sole religion of 
our membership is not politically correct.   
 
If your state does not have an All Faiths Flag, one can be obtained through the merchandise of the 
ESA Foundation.     

 

 
 
 
 

We give of ourselves when we give gifts of the heart; love, kindness, joy, understanding,  

    sympathy, tolerance, forgiveness … 

We give of ourselves when we give gifts of the mind; ideas, dreams, purposes, ideals, 

    principles, plans, inventions, projects, poetry … 

We give of ourselves when we give gifts of the spirit; prayer, vision, beauty, aspiration,  

    peace, faith … 

We give of ourselves when we give the gift of time; when we are minute builders of more 

    abundant living for others … 

We give of ourselves when we give the gift of works, encouragement, inspiration, 

guidance.  

       Author unknown  
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[We can do more than lead, we can INSPIRE.] 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVICE AWARDS - Jeanne Parker Missouri  

Please come forward as I call your name (give name and years of service) 
 

(Song: "I Love The Pin You Let Me Wear.") 

I love the pin you let me wear  

I love the Greek that's written there I love the Jonquils yellow hue  

I love each thought that speaks of you I love each member of the band  

I love the best pin in the land  

I'll always wear it over my heart 
For I love you Dear ESA.  

Yes, these sisters do love the pin they have worn for all these years. The song,  "The Jewel Pin,” especially for 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha in 1943. Therefore, it is fitting that it was sung for our sisters who have served ESA so 
many years. Between them, it is a total of (number of years served) years.  

(Adapted from Amanda Bradley)  

These are special sisters who have never been too busy- to lend an ear or do a thoughtful deed. They've never 
been too busy to help solve a problem or speak the words of caring that we need.  They understood when 
changes came along and they have accepted us, whether we were right or wrong. They are all special sisters 
always there in mind and spirit.   And most of all, these sisters are close in heart.  

Madam President, win you assist me?  Please present their bouquets to them.  
 
Receiving her pin is:  (Name:__________________________ for ______(number of years) Repeat this for each 
candidate.  When they come forward to receive their pin the President will present them a flower/token of your 
choice.)   

(Give name and ESA history for each person. For example: joined when and where, of what Council, state, etc. 
..., any personal facts you wish to include)  

You have been presented with Jonquils (or the token of your choice) for remembrance of ESA, and a red rose 
for love. Love speaks always , but not always in words.  Most of the time, love is in deeds and these ladies have 
served ESA with of you and we thank you for caring. We are glad that we have had the privilege of knowing 
each of you, and we are glad that your lives have touched ours. You have indeed captured the “spirit”.     
Congratulations.  

SERVICE AWARD- 25 YEARS - Lora Thompson Oklahoma 

(Name), for twenty- five years you have been a dear friend. We have shared enough tears to float a ship, had 
more fun than we are entitled to. We have shared many morning sunrises and appreciated nature to 11 We have 
traveled many miles and-yes! We have shared many beds, but most of all, we have shared Epsilon Sigma Alpha.  

Service Pin Ceremonies 
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Twenty-five years ago, as a young lady from a large metropolitan area. You moved to a very small town. Not 
having any friends and really not very close neighbors. You were a lonely lady. This is when ESA came into 
your life.   (Any of the individual’s actual history can be used here) 
 

A distant neighbor asked you to go to a sorority meeting with her. Your answer was, "Why not?"  

Since that first chapter meeting, ESA has become a very important part of your life. (Describe what different 

members have done during her membership). At the local level, you have participated in more charitable than 

could ever be counted.  

(Detail positions held) For example: You have held every chapter office and most of them several times, held 
District offices including District Coordinator. You have served your state and held many offices including State 
President.  You can truthfully say you have served ESA to the fullest.  

Tonight, we want to pay tribute to you for all your dedication and for the leadership that you have taught and 
shown to each of us and to the (name of chapter). May you be as successful in the future as you have been in the 
past, and may you continue to help ESA and (name of chapter) grow.  

Since we do not know what the future holds for us, may yours be as rewarding as has been your past, but 
remember whatever heights and glories you achieve you will always belong to (name of chapter).  
 
Congratulations on a very successful and rewarding 25 years in Epsilon Sigma Alpha.  
 
 
SERVICE PIN CEREMONY -50 YEARS – Jeanne Parker, Missouri 

Little things often change the course of our lives, a sudden impulse of the moment, a decision. a vision of faith 
by which we live, an invitation. Fifty years ago, an invitation changed the lives of (name of recipient(s), an 
invitation to join Epsilon Sigma Alpha.  
 

For fifty years these two ladies have shared ESA and served ESA with love. They have given us a legacy of 

love. (Introduce recipients and give their ESA history.)  

 

You are treasures of ESA. Each treasure is of great worth to us: each brings her own gifts or talents of rare 

beauty. We are thankful for these very special sisters who have served ESA and brought to us, through their own 

special treasures or gifts--their own precious possessions of excellence.  

The precious moments you hold in your hearts are something someone has done for you. You have changed 
other sister's lives with a touch of the hand, a warn smile, or a telephone call when it was needed, ever so many 
small things that you have done. You have shared your love and shown someone, you cared.  

Remember your initiation or pledge ritual, your jewel pin ceremony, your first State Convention, and your first 
International Convention? Remember the sisters you've met, the close association with your chapter members? 
These are precious moments in ESA, which remain in your hearts and minds forever. They have a definite place 
in our lives. Everyone we meet makes an impression on us and, somehow, changes our lives a little.  

It has been said that women are like fingers, and they leave a little of themselves on everything they touch. I'm 
speaking of the inward compassion. The human heart is so designed that it must be filled with something, and 
this something is hopefully love. Nothing gives greater joy and warmth than love. But to be loved, you must first 
love. In this love, you have found your precious moments in ESA.  
 
  
Love is the rope that binds us all together, even as mountain climbers are roped together for safety .If one loses 

her footing, the others can then support her. So, in the same way, we are supported by the love of our ESA 

sisters, as we explore the rock paths of our everyday living. This love we call Agape! 
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Like the sum breaking through the clouds on a wintry day, are the thoughtful, unexpected acts we do to show we 

care for each other. 

  

As long as you can say, I tried to show how much I care and when my help was needed, I was willing to be 

there.  

 

As long as you can truly say - That even in the smallest way, you brightened up another's day Your day has been 

worthwhile.  

 

And you have done these things for fifty years for your ESA sisters. 

  

We salute you for your fifty years of love to ESA, and since God's flower of love is the rose, we give to you a 

rose on your candle. Will you please light your candle, from the candle of ESA, so you can see the light of love 

as the candle gives of its self? We know you will continue to give of yourselves. We now present you with you 

fifty year service pins. 

  

May you always feel the warmth of the candle, sunshine, and sisterhood and see the beauty in nature and people. 

May you always find love by carrying it with you, as you have for the past fifty years.   Our love to you and 

congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyday courage has few witnesses.  

But yours is no less noble because no drum beats before you, 

 And no crowds shout your name. 

- Robert Louis Stevenson - 

 

[We can do more than belong ï We can PARTICIPATE.] 
 

New Horizons 

 

There are new horizons waiting, 

 Unknown challenges to meet, 

 Goals to set and discoveries to make … 

There are magical adventures,  

 Different worlds to explore, 

 Opportunities for each of us to take …  

There are endless possibilities 

 In every present moment 

 And the promise of success 

 With each new day.  

There’s no limit to the joy 

 And rich fulfillment we can have 

If we only let our visions lead the way! 

 

   Amanda Bradley  
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[We can do more than promise, we can COMMIT.] 

 

 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 
 
PALLAS ATHENE AWARDS CEREMONY BASED ON AN ANGEL THEME: 

There are angels all around us. Everywhere we go, everything we do, is touched by the power of the angel that is 

guiding us and enlightening our spirits and helping us to realize and then to release the angel inside us.  

Angels come in all shapes and all sizes: The neighbor whose wave welcomes you home after a hard days work 

the child whose laughter can brighten even the darkest moment, the stranger who opens the door or holds the 

elevator for you when your arms are full.  

Angels are always with us. An angel is there to comfort you when you cry, an angel is there when you feel relief 

for an accident that was avoided by that sudden reflex that helped you avoid disaster, and an angel is there 

beside you when you realize you have the strength to carry on after the loss or a loved one. And an angel is most 

definitely with us through all joy or life‟s blessings.  

An angel is with you when you receive praise for a job well done and she is guiding you when you give praise to 

others.  

But or all the things an angel is and does, nothing exemplifies or symbolizes the power or angels in our life as 

much as the love of a friend. 

 

Today/Tonight  we honor our sisters and friends and the angel that each of them carries within. We honor them 

for their noble deeds and unselfish service to others and for being an angel in human form.  We are here to thank 

them and let them know we realize we are blessed to be touched by their heavenly presence and we are proud or 

their achievements. 

  

FIRST PEARL: (have recipients come forward)  

Angels do things you thought no one would ever love you enough to do. The qualities that seem heavenly in 

people are conceived in Heaven. Each time we perceive the beauty in another person, the same chord of feeling 

is touched in us. The same melody begins to play. In love, there is a great music between beings. Whenever we 

feel we are seeing someone's soul unmasked, that's the angel in us seeing the angel in them. It's as close as we 

can be to one another.  It is a sacred moment in time. We know we are the same. We know then what it feels like 

to be an angel.  

 
FIRST DEGREE: (recipients please come forward)  

The warmth of an angel's light can comfort and illuminate the whole world. To be truly wise and powerful on 

this earth, we must only allow ourselves to be, and to express freely, the angels that indeed, we already are 

inside. Our noble and exalted works will follow along with our highest achievements and our rewards. We are 

Pallas Athene Ceremony 
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all essentially capable of greatness, of genius, of soaring beyond the ordinary .While as human beings we are 

filled with limitations; the angel inside us knows none. It is unlimited and eternal. Everyone is gifted. The angel 

within us is our gift.  

SECOND DEGREE: (recipients please come forward)  

Any effort no matter how small, even simply thinking like an angel, is tremendously powerful and could affect 

the world -your world. The simple vibrations of your loving feelings, your own angel thoughts, can affect others 

for the better. Send them out into the universe. Someone will feel it somewhere an angel's love is never wasted. 

There are angels all over the place just waiting to be friends, waiting to be awakened, and waiting for a chance, 

an opening to love you.  

THIRD DEGREE: (recipients please come forward)  

As angels, we have no fear. No dangers of earth can rise against us. We are creatures of magic and love. When 

you express your light, your angel will illuminate you. In your wisdom she will speak to you. In your courage 

she will stand behind you holding stars of victory over your head. In your humility she will serve others through 

you. If you let the angel within guide you, you can never be misled.  

FOURTH DEGREE: (recipients please come forward) 

Angels help you reclaim your real self and your deepest innermost thoughts and being. What defines you can 

never be found on the surface of life. Look deep inside yourself for what you need to the perfect, giving, caring 

wonderful part of you -your inner angel. The fastest way to become an angel is to realize that you are one 

already.  

FIFTH DEGREE: (recipients please come forward) 

When you let your inner angel show, you help all those who are witness to it; you are the message. They see 

something special in you. It goes in past their reality, slides into their very souls through the back door silently 

...then it will knock from within and speak to them. Pledge your love and devotion to the angel inside you and it 

becomes yours forever. It will never leave you. You'll find you have the strength of thousands, love enough for 

millions.  

SIXTH DEGREE: (recipients please come forward) 

Let the angel inside you speak to all people. Be like a raindrop, moisten the dry hearts or many people with your 

love, and then watch them flower before you into beautiful angels. Always show your light, there is too much 

darkness in the world already. As you continue your angel work you will sometimes feel rushes of love coursing 

through you as though millions or angel wings were brushing through your entire body, heart and soul. If you 

will only listen you will hear your angels cheering you silently on.   

To the audience:  

If you have never seen an angel, maybe you have been looking in wrong places. Maybe they have been right 

here before our eyes, somehow, all of the time. Maybe we have simply been to busy to see them. I direct to look 

and see them now. Our angels or ESA  

 
 
 

[We can do more than believe ï we can CREATE.] 
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Installation Ceremony with a Friendship Theme: 
Written by Coleen Cape 

 

Sisters of Epsilon Sigma Alpha and guests we begin this evening with renewed vision for our future and a deep 

gratitude for our year's accomplishments.  

   

Together, this past year the _____________________________State Council and all of its members shared a 

year filled with the love and trust of friends. You loved, laughed and cried together. Made new friends and said 

good-bye to some dear ones. Through it all one thing remained constant, the devotion and dedication of those 

who stepped forward to lead you so well.  

 

Tonight we celebrate their leadership and accomplishments.   It is a time to reflect on past glories and future 

triumphs. The time to feel a deep sense of pride for the leadership you were wise enough to elect last year.   The 

leadership of any organization is truly a reflection of the values of the membership that elected them.  Always 

feel pride in the accomplishments that are achieved under their watchful eyes.  Be forever thankful for the love 

and laughter. Your hearts were touched with joy and you were blessed, for never again will you gaze upon the 

beauty of the rose and not remember the love and trust of the friends you found in ESA.   

 

I am proud and honored to introduce the ______ elected officers of the _________ State Council.  

     Date      State 

 

Jr. Past President __________________________ escorted by ___________________________ 

Parliamentarian ___________________________escorted by ____________________________ 

Treasurer __________________________ escorted by _________________________________ 

Recording Secretary __________________________ escorted by _________________________ 

Corresponding Secretary _______________________ escorted by ________________________ 

2
nd

 Vice President _________________________ escorted by ___________________________ 

1
st
 Vice President – President elect _____________________ escorted by __________________ 

 

________  _________ State Council President  ________________________________________    

Date      State     Name   

 

escorted by ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Friendship is a Priceless Gift  

That cannot be bought or sold, 

But its value is far greater  

than a mountain made of Gold. 

  

For gold is cold and lifeless, 

It can neither see nor hear 

State Officer Installation 
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And in the time of trouble 

It is powerless to cheer-  

It has no ears to listen  

Nor heart to understand,  

It cannot bring you comfort  

Or reach out a helping hand. 

So when you ask God for a gift   

Be thankful If HE sends not diamonds, pearls, or riches 

But the Love and Trust of Real True Friends. 

 
Jr. Past President, ___________________ your inspiration and love have led this council throughout the year. 

By your example of love you showed us the way to a deeper understanding of each other. You led us with care 

and dignity and in so doing gave us all a greater sense of self worth.  

 

Please light your candle from the flame of friendship.  

 

As your year draws to a close and ________________________ assumes the responsibilities of this office we 

once again call upon you to share your love and trust. We will continue to look to you for wisdom and guidance. 

If you are willing to accept the responsibility of Junior Past President (and Disaster Fund Chairman) pass the 

flame of your leadership onto _______________________ and as you light her candle of continued friendship 

may it symbolize your willingness to continue to guide this council with your wisdom, support and 

understanding.  Fence your dreams with contentment but leave an open gate for those who follow to enter so 

that they may wonder at the beauty of friendship. 

  

Madame President, _________________________ look deep into your heart as you accept the torch passed to 

you by ___________________________. As you accept this symbol of your leadership may your love and 

guidance cover this council and warm it with the gift of your friendship. The love of true friends is a bond that 

cannot be broken; this year that bond will connect all the hopes and dreams of the past with the ideas and 

inspiration of the present and the visions of the future. 

  

You have chosen _____________________________________________________________ as your theme.   

Friendship is truly life's reward for having the courage to open ourselves up to each other. Life certainly would 

not be worth living without the unconditional love and unselfish support of friends. And in all the world there 

can be no better friend than an ESA sister. 

  

______________________________, because of your vision, your dedication, your enthusiasm, warmth and 

love you stand before your sisters their choice. Please know that in their hearts they wish you every success as 

you take upon your shoulders the responsibilities of the presidency of the _________________ State Council.  

Lean on them for assistance as they will lean on you for direction.  

 

A friend is an attitude within you,  

A talk you can always continue.  

A feeling you have known for a while 

A thought that sparks an inner smile  

A friend is a person you hold dear,  

Who ventures far, yet stays quite near 

Whose presence sets the spirit free  

Who bring out candor honesty.  
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A friend is a person you hold dear  

Feels triumph with you, knows your fears, 

Accepts your strengths and weaknesses too 

Won't let small things dull friendship hue.  

A friend will walk life's miles with you 

And nourish values sound and true  

Though paths may sometimes drift apart 

True friendship never leaves the heart.  

Parliamentarian:                                                                                                      your responsibilities are tri-fold; 

they are wisdom, courage and justice. You must have the wisdom to advise your president, the courage to 

inform the membership of the proper parliamentary procedures and the ability to ensure justice for all.   If you 

are willing to accept this responsibility which signifies intellect and intuition, both of which you will need as 

your perform your duties this year light your candle from ________________  (the President’s candle) and 

pledge your friendship one to the other. Remember order in and of itself is not enough, for we know that we 

only follow when led with love and care and we only follow with confidence those who have earned our respect.  

Treasurer:                                                                                                 ,  to you befalls a grave responsibility 

born of great trust and much confidence. The fiscal welfare of the council rests in your most capable hands and 

the membership is grateful for your competence and ability. Draw strength from the faith that has been shown 

you by this membership and if you are willing to accept this office in the spirit of friendship please light your 

candle from your Presidents'. Trust is the basis of all great friendships. Live as it were on trust, all that is you, all 

that you are, are only loaned to you. Never regard it as your own.  “You may be deceived if you trust too much, 

but you will live in torment if you do not trust enough."  

Madame Recording Secretary                                                                                         , as Recording Secretary 

you hold the history of this year of friendship is your dependable and capable hands.  

-we know that you will wield the pen of this office with accuracy and care so that the business of this council 

will be preserved for those that follow. It is your written word that will keep alive/the legacy of love. If you 

accept the responsibility of this office please light your candle of friendship from _____________ (the 

President’s candle) as she passing her gift of friendship onto you. Remember time is a precious thing; it goes so 

quickly and yet if recorded with love and care, it will live forever through the words of the recorder. 

 

Corresponding secretary __________________________________, to you this evening comes a very special 

honor. You have been chosen by the president to be her closest confidant, an ambassador of goodwill to serve as 

her support and true dear friend. You will work along side her more closely than any other and because of your 

help, all things will be better: The laughs-hardier, the hugs-warmers and the work easier.  If you are ready to 

accept this honor light your candle of friendship from the flame that Roxie holds out to share with you. 

Friendship is most closely related to love and if love is the bread of life, friendship must be the wheat from 

which it is made.  

Madame Second Vice President _____________________________, yours is a unique opportunity.  In your 

hands is the planning of next year‟s convention. For the job ahead you will need to be patient, courageous and 

flexible. You will work very closely with the president and her board to assure that when you come together at 

years end to celebrate your accomplishments and once again share your friendship, the wishes of the 

membership and this board will be a reality .A true friend is always open and intuitive to the feelings of others. 

It is those qualities that have brought you to this office this evening. Learn the art of being aware, our success 
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depends on the power to perceive to observe and then to know. Man's mind once stretched to a new idea never 

goes back to its original dimensions.  

First Vice President, President-elect _______________________________________, also is be given a special 

gift, the gift of faith. Tonight the membership honors you by electing their future leader. You have shown 

yourself to be a true and trusted friend and tonight this council rewards you by extending to you the hand of 

friendship. The future of this council is in your most capable and loving hands. It becomes your charge to 

motivate and inspire this council to grow, as membership chairman you will need to use your enthusiasm and 

creativity to formulate a plan for the growth of this council so that the friendship you cherish can reach out to 

others. If you are willing to accept the duties of this honored office please accept the light of friendship that 

President ______________________ offers you. Whenever a friend speaks, we listen eager to hear and to share, 

be a friend to yourself and listen to what you have to say then have the courage to share it with others.  

Ladies, Gentleman and honored guests before you stand the newly installed officers of the Wyoming State 

Council. They have pledge their hearts to you and offered the outstretched hand of friendship. It is an honored 

gift to offer to share yourself with another. Tonight I ask that you in turn pledge your support, confidence and 

friendship to do all that you can to make the goals and ideals of this council a reality.  

No one has ever-expressed friendship as beautifully as Roy Croft in his poem LOVE.  
 
I love you, not for what you are, But for what I am when I am with you. 
I love you not only for what you have made of yourself but for what you are making of me. I love you for the 
part of me that you bring out. 
 
I love you for putting your hand into my heaped-up heart, and passing over all the foolish and frivolous and 
weak things which you cannot help dimly seeing there, and for drawing out into the light all the beautiful, 
radiant belongings, that no one else had looked quite far enough to find. 
 
I love for ignoring the possibilities of the fool and weakling in me, and for laying firm hold on the possibilities 
of good in me.  I love you for closing your eyes to the discords in me, and for adding to the music in me by 
worshipful listening. 
 
I love your because you are helping me to make of the lumber of my life not a tavern but a temple, and of the 
words of my every day not a reproach but a song.  
 
I love you because you have done more than any creed could have done to make me good, and more than any 
fate could have done to make me happy.  You have done it just by being yourself.  Perhaps that is what being a 
friend means after all.   
 
 
 
 

Earth's Special Angels 
State Council Installation Ceremony - Based upon the Angel theme 

Written by Coleen Cape 

(The beginning sentence was composed to match the theme of the outgoing State President whose theme was “ 
ESA PANDA– momium”  with an emphasis on the preservation of the environment  -  A beginning sentence can 
be composed to match any theme that is being worked with to match the outgoing state president’s theme.  Be 
creative and change it to meet the current theme.)  The animals in the jungle are quiet for now -- the lion is 
resting and enjoying the sunset while the panda continues to chew on bamboo shoots.  If they listen carefully 
they will hear the tinkle of bells and the flutter of wings of Earth's Special Angels who are about to assume their 
positions.  
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Life is full of endings and beginnings; each one is attended by the loving guidance of an angel. When it's time to 
accept the challenge of a new beginning, we can call on our angels for there is nothing fresher, more inspiring or 
purer than the faith of an angel. We are all sleeping angels waiting for the dawn. As we face the challenge ahead 
we will look back and know that all of our future accomplishments will soar to the heavens on the wings of 
President Helen's example and achievements.  

Please stand as we once again honor the President ______________, escorted by _________________________  

 
MUSIC- “We will talk with the Animal” was used to match the theme.  

 Any appropriate music can be used to walk the president into the room. 
 

____________________, the Angel of Harmony.  Harmony is the angel of balance. ..balance in life and nature. 
She is the spirit of awareness. Her wings are strong and feathered like the seagull. She is as iridescent and 
sparkling as a sunfish, as swift as a sandpiper and as watchful as any animal of nature over her young. Her silent 
whispers warn us of apathy, remind us of duty and rescue us from indecision. Harmony will ever heighten our 
sense of responsibility to all of God's gifts. She dances on the oceans' waves. .. Walks with sister moon. .. .is 
keeper of the tides and. … sings with the whales. She showers us with the gifts of rain, sun and rainbows. 
Harmony is the angel of balance, keeping mind, body and soul in perfect accord.  

With grateful hearts we salute you and thank you for sharing a wonderful year of growth, accomplishments.  
This evening the time has come for you to take on a different and yet equally important responsibility. You will 
need to continue to share your wealth of knowledge and expertise with this council. President 
____________________ will call on you often and will count on you for your guidance in the year ahead. The 
harmony of the council is in your most capable hands. Compassion and understanding for all those in need of 
assistance will be your goal as you serve as our Disaster Fund Chairperson. Accept our continuing love and 
undying thanks for a successful year, as you take your place as one of Earth's Special Angels.  The past year will 
live in our hearts and brighten our memories always.  

You may now take your place as one of Earth's Special Angels.  

Will the honor guard please take their position? Our honors guard this evening is comprised of  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Ladies and Gentlemen, will you please join me in welcoming the ____________   President of the  
                 Date   State 

 State Council of ESA - _________________________________, escorted by ___________________________  
 

MUSIC: You are My Special Angel -Tape Recording. 

(Name of the President’s husband) ___________________________, we want to thank you for sharing 
____________________________ with all of us, without your love and support it would not be possible for her 
to be standing here this evening vowing to pledge yet another year of her life in service to her sisters.   
______________________, home is a place not of boredom, but of tranquility --not blindness, but of clear 
vision where one can see a world of deep faith and beauty. An inner Heaven where all things bring peace and all 
roads leads to harmony. There is no time there, nor fear, nor loneliness, no obstacle in our journey to find the 
wonder of Love, the miracle of being loved and the joy of loving. Thank you for providing that home to 
__________________________.   This is a home where she has been able to find the angel within and the 
encouragement to share her talent and vision with the rest of the world.  

Listen closely to the words of the song, "Keeper of the Stars" dedicated to you and sung by 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  

MUSIC: Keeper of the Stars, will be sung to the President’s husband.    The honor guard is dismissed after the 
song. The husband will leave the stage and go to his seat.  Then the introductions will continue: 
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Presenting the new Chaplain: ____________________________, escorted by  _______________________ 

 

_________________________________,  Angel of Comfort.  The Angel of Comfort … compassion and 

healing.  She is infused with light. ..Her wings are swift and silent. Her eyes reflect the benevolence of heaven 

and her voice touches the heart and soothes the troubled soul.  Comfort is found wherever there are those in 

need of solace.  This healing angel tends the weary and heals the hopeless and forgotten.  She offers hope and 

consolation for the broken heart and confused mind. When we have the need to weep and cry out to our sisters, 

when we feel we have nowhere to turn. ..Comfort will come to us to dry our tears, and show us the way out of 

the darkness. .. the way home. To angels, home is not where the heart is, but where all hearts reside.  

Please take your place among the angels.  

Presenting the new Parliamentarian __________________________, escorted by ________________________  

____________________________________, the Angel of Peace --the angel of peace inspires selfless acts of 
sharing, generosity and kindness. She guides us to reach out to all of mankind through mutual love and 
understanding. She whispers acceptance and understanding into our ears as we hurry about our lives and urges 
us to slow down and heighten our awareness of the needs of those around us. This angel‟s inspiration can restore 
integrity, righteousness and humility to a world self-possessed.   As human beings there are often anchors tied to 
our feet but believe in angels and you can fly despite any earthly bounds.  Angels give joy to those in despair, 
comfort the troubled and grant peace to those who but ask for it with a sincere heart. Ask for peace and then 
accept it when it comes.  

You may now take your place as one of Earth's Special Angels.  

Presenting the new Workshop Coordinator, ____________________escorted by ______________________ 

___ 
__________________________, - the Angel of Wisdom. Wisdom's wings are fashioned like the owls --the 

educated angel. Always opening minds -- firing the imagination and inspiring the spirit Wisdom is always on 

our shoulder when an idea comes alive and the darkness of doubt is brightened by the light of understanding. 

Wisdom is nearby whenever you develop a new interest, or discover a hidden talent. Wisdom inspires us to 

expand our minds by learning something new, and gives us the courage to expand the minds of others by sharing 

what we‟ve learned.  Wisdom gives the sweetest of gifts, once we own it, it will illuminate our nights with stars 

of wonder and see our spirit take flight with the dawn.  

 

Please join your sister angels. 

  

Presenting the new Auditor ________________________________ escorted by _________________________  

 

______________________ -Angel of Faith.  Acceptance and peace arrive on the wings of Faith. She is pure 

light and brilliance floods the heart, mind and soul. She is the angel of beauty; she always holds out a reassuring 

hand and whispers to us of compassion and gentleness. Fear cannot stand against Faith -- her light overpowers 

the darkness.  She takes changes of what some cannot see and what others cannot even imagine, and triumphs.  

Faith will sustain you in doubt. In danger she will guard you, when troubled she will give you peace  … and 

when your spirit finds its freedom, she will always fly with you.  

 

____________________________ -You may now take your place among Earth's Special Angels. 

 

  

Presenting the newly elected Treasurer: _________ escorted by _______________________________________ 
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________________________________- -Angel of Trust. Trust is the essence of all angels, that which we hold 

onto in darkness. In the light of trust, all shadows dissolve and only the truth remains. When we come out of the 

shadows, our spirits will rise again, not needing the bonds of earth and air, but free to float to the clouds where 

dreams come true. Trust. … pure and simple. … frees us to love. That love moves us to believe that all vision, 

thought and deed will be carried to the heavens … when carried on the wings of trust.  

 

________________________________________, please take your place with your fellow officers 

 

  

Presenting your new Corresponding Secretary: ____________ escorted by ______________________________ 

  

_________________________________ - Angel of Friendship. The angel of friendship is found wherever there 

is a potential for the linking of souls in love and mutual caring. She carries a pouch of silver and golden thread 

for weaving together the lives of those with kindred spirits and common hearts. Her wings are the largest of all 

the angels for she needs to make room to accept within their gossamer folds, all who come to her. She is the 

angel of the human heart. Of all the gifts of love, and there are more than we mortals can begin to know. … the 

greatest gift bestowed by the angels is friendship.   Whenever an angel has given you this gift, you are then in 

turn to give it to someone else. … Each time this gift of friendship changes hands, an angel is born.   

 

_____________________________, you may now take your place among Earth's Special Angels.  

 

Presenting your new Recording Secretary, ______________, escorted by ______________________________. 

 
_____________________________________, - Angel of Grace. Grace guides us with a calm and reassuring 
voice, her wings are small and feminine, yet strong and always resilient. Her energy is transmitted with the 
speed of light to those in need of guidance and support. Her halo is bright, to provide a beacon to all those in 
need. She is a lighthouse to all those lost and searching through the storm of life. Protection and assistance are 
the chief responsibility of Grace. Grace whispers to us to remind us of all the love that has gone before and of 
our responsibility to leave our own legacy of love for those who follow.  

__________________________________,  please join your sister angels. 

  

Introducing the newly elected Second Vice President, ___________, escorted by ________________________.  

___________________________, - Angel of Joy. Joy is a child in angel form, companion to children, pink 
energy and starlight. Joy is invisible to adults, but children always know when she's near.   She is their friend 
and guardian. At the moment of birth, Joy whispers the secrets of heaven into their tiny ears. She recognizes 
when trouble is near. She is a companion to the lonely child and protector of the soul of the abused child. She is 
a haven from darkness and fear, and holds the key to a world where all children are loved and whole. Joy, is the 
angel of children. … for children may not always be dreams, but they are the reasons that dreams come true.  

_________________________________________, please take your place with Earth's Special Angels.  

Presenting the new First Vice President,  _________________, escorted by ____________________________. 

____________________________________, - Angel of Hope.  Hope is the nomad angel, moving with grace 
and patience from place to place. Her aura is golden and warm. ..Her presence with us always nurtures the 
human spirit. Hope watches over all of her charges with loving attention.   She whispers to them to open their 
hearts and to share their talents and treasures with their fellow human beings. Hope is the angel of 
encouragement. ..Because of her lives are changed. .. The world becomes a little brighter and there is Hope. 
With hope we know the light will never leave us - it can't - we only shut it out of sight until we open our hearts 
to find it once again.  
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_________________________________________________, please take your place.  

(The President’s name) ____________________________________, our Angel of Love. Love is the light we 
see by. The angel of love embodies light. She spreads it like honey, expresses it with every word and feeling, 
showers the world with its magic and the result is always more love, more light, more happiness. The Angel of 
Love shines her light so that we may find our way and see all the best things in life more clearly.  The angel of 
loves shares this tale:  
 

Once upon a time there was a little angel whose name was your name, whose face was your face, and whose 

heart belonged to you.  As an angel you will know the stuff dreams are made of   … they are made of you. 

 

_______________________________________, this year as you go about your duties, you will share many 

tasks of love, and giving of gifts of the heart. Aiming at higher goals will demand your best. .so make the best of 

that honor for it is yours alone. My dear sister, because of your dedicated leadership and perseverance, the 

_________________ State Council now bestows on you the highest honor of which it is capable, that of the 

_______________________ State Council President. Spread your wings and lead this council with wisdom, 

fairness and love.  

 

Welcome to Earth's Special Angels.  

 

Now, my sisters, as you listen to the words sung by ________________________________, feel the love and 

devotion that the President, ________________________ feels for each of you.   This song is chosen to honor 

you to convey all the emotion, humility, and commitment of your grateful hearts and gentle spirits.  

 

Music:   “Angels Among Us” - Tape accompaniment.  After the song:  The escorts will come to the stage to 

escort the officers from the stage to the music “Earth Angel” – tape recording. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ESA – A love Song” 
Installation of state officers using the theme of “LOVE” 

Written and composed by Verneene Forssberg 

 

Sisters of Epsilon Sigma Alpha and guests, we begin this evening with renewed vision for our future and with a 

song in our hearts.  At this time, we are pleased to introduce ______________________________   (the family 

of the President). We welcome them this evening as they come to honor _________________ and her 

accomplishments this year.   

 

(The family will come forward to be seated up front toward the stage.   Soft music will be provided as they are 

seated.  The Vocalists will take their place.  Two installing officers are used each trading turns reading the 

script.  The dialogue will continue.)  

 

The language of love is understood by all people.  Love never reasons, but profoundly gives, gives like a 

thoughtless prodigal its all, and trembles then, lest it had done too little. 
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Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end to its trust, no fading of its hope; it can outlast anything.  Love still 

stands when all else has fallen.  

 

The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved, loved for ourselves, or rather loved in spite of 

ourselves.  

 

If our love is patient and kind … If it is able to suffer long, to endure every strain placed upon it in human 

relations, and still love … If our love is steadfast in pointing to Gods' love as is the needle of the compass as in 

pointing to the North … If our love is not discouraged even by repeated in gratitude and recurrent failures on the 

part of others, then patience and kindness are the fruits of having Christ within us.  Are we nourishing our lives 

upon His life by prayer and worship and studying His word?  If so, the fruit of patience and kind love will grow 

and will be available for the healing of our lives.  

 
ESA – A Love Song - This is the theme for the coming year.  Listen to the message of love sent to you from 

____________________ (president’s name) as (vocalists) ___________________ sings “A love Long.”    We 

ask that each of us re-dedicate ourselves to the love and closeness we feel for each other.   Will you please stand 

and honor the President ______,  as she is escorted by ______________________________. 

 

The song “A love Song” will be sung as the president and her escort comes to the stage area.”   When they get 

to the stage the husband will be honored with a poem if there is one to honor.   

 

_____________ (Husband’s name) listen to _____________________ (President’s name) heart as she speaks to 

you.  

 

My husband, my love, my dearest friend,  

 You‟ve given me your heart to tend.  

I‟ve given you my life to share; 

 My heart is in your tender care.  

My husband, my hope, my fondest dream, 

 We form a true devoted team.  

In all the moments life may bring. 

 You are my star, my everything.  

My husband, my source of lasting truth,  

 You stir in me eternal youth; 

You give my heart a sense of pride; 

 You fuel my warmest thoughts inside.  

My husband, my daily inspiration, 

 You‟re the love in my equation. 

You‟re my source of deep affection.  

 You‟re my compass and direction.  

 

If we find someone, just once in our lives to share a special relationship with, we are truly lucky, but if we can 

find such a special relationship twice, we are blessed.  To be loved, not because of who you are, but simply 

because you are will fulfill your life.  This song is dedicated to (Husband’s name) __________ from 

_______________ (president’s name) 

 

The vocalists will sing “Nobody Loves Me Like You Do”    After the song the husband will leave the stage and 

be seated with the family members up front.  

 

We stand once more at the threshold of another year.  Please stand as we honor the Past President of the 

__________ (state) Council as she is escorted by ____________________________________________ 
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The pianist will play music as the past president is escorted forward though the honor guard.  One of her 

chapter members will meet her at the end of the isle with a lighted candle and hand it to her as she goes on 

stage.   The escort will assist her as she goes up the stairs to get on the stage area and then leave to go sit with 

the family of the new president.    The honor guard will be retired.  

 

The past president will be center stage with the new president facing each other in front of the installation table, 

which will be place center stage between them.  There will be a symbolic passing of leadership from one 

president to the other.   The past president will have the lighted candle in her hands.  Upon command, she will 

deliver the torch into the new president’s hands.   The new president will touch the torch to the large candle in 

the middle of the table.   The new president will then hand the candle back to the past president.   Upon 

command, the past president will then light a small votive candle on the table and blow out the candle she 

carried to the stage.  She will lay that candle on the table. 

 

_______________, your inspiration and love have led us throughout the year.  We have traveled “Up Up and 

Away” (Use the President’s theme here) in an adventure of fun and fellowship.  We honor you tonight as you 

have laid the path to our new beginnings.  

 

Each chapter that is ending 

 Leads us to a new beginning 

The past that we are leaving 

 Means a future we are winning. 

 

Each change that fills the present 

 Sets the stage for our tomorrow. 

And how we meet each challenge 

 Helps determine joy or sorrow. 

 

In every new beginning 

 Spirit plays a vital part. 

We must approach tomorrow 

 With a strong and steady heart. 

 

So as we turn the corner 

 Let‟s all apprehension shed. 

And fill our hearts with confidence 

 As we proceed ahead.  

 

(Incoming president) _______________________________  look deep into your heart as you accept this torch 

from (outgoing president) _____________________.  As you accept the symbol of leadership, may your love 

and guidance cover this council like a love song, connecting the hopes and dreams of the past with the new ideas 

and inspirations of today and the visions of tomorrow.  

 

(They will pass the candle – pause while the reading is finished briefly holding the candle together before the 

past president releases the candle.    

 

_______________________ before you is the light that symbolizes your year as president of the 

_____________________ State Council.   Your sisters will look to you for guidance and love throughout the 

coming year.  The responsibility that will be yours must not be entered into lightly.  If you willingly wish to 

fulfill the duties of this high office with your love and dedication, make the love connection from the past which 

will lead us into the future.  
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Then the new president will light her candle as the dialogue instructs her to do.   Then the newly elected 

president will pause as we install the past president as the counselor.) 

 

________________________, before you is the light of your year.  It has been a year of accomplishment, joy, 

and fellowship.  As ____________________ passes your light, (The newly elected president will then pass the 

candle back to the past president) upon your shoulders rests the responsibility to continue the light of your 

service to our sisterhood.  Your abilities to give guidance and assurance will be called upon as counselor of the 

___________ State Council.  We ask that you continue to help us with a willing heart to grow and to understand 

the purposes of our organization.  We rejoice in your successes and now we ask that you fulfill the responsibility 

that will insure the successes of our new president and others.  If you willingly assume these responsibilities, 

make the connection of love from our future that bonds us with our past.  

 

(The past president will then light her votive candle on the table with the candle – blow the taper candle out and 

return to her chair on stage.) 

 

Fence your dreams with contentment, but leave an open door for those who follow, to run free through the 

wonder and beauty of leadership, and this year that is yet to be.  

 

_______________________, because of your vision, your dedication, your enthusiasm, warmth and love, you 

stand before your sisters their choice.  Please know that in our hearts we wish you every success as you take 

upon your shoulders the duties of the presidency.  We ask that you lean on us for assistance, as we will lean on 

you for direction.  We ask that you know in your heart that as surely as your theme speaks of a love song, you 

stand as a love song in our hearts tonight.  

 

It is with great pleasure that we present to you this evening the newly elected officer for ___________ (date). 

Will you please welcome each with your applause?   

 

1st Vice President / President elect ____________________ escorted by _____________________________ 

2
nd

 Vice President ________________________ escorted by ______________________________________ 

Corresponding Secretary ________________________ escorted by _________________________________ 

Recording Secretary ________________________ escorted by ____________________________________ 

Treasurer ________________________ escorted by _____________________________________________ 

Auditor ________________________ escorted by _______________________________________________ 

Workshop Coordinator ________________________ escorted by ___________________________________ 

Parliamentarian ________________________ escorted by _________________________________________ 

Chaplain ________________________ escorted by ______________________________________________ 

 

Each officer will come down the isle about 15 seconds apart.  This process can be done with or without the 

escorts.   If you have escorts make sure they have enough seating up front with the family where they can sit 

once their duties are complete.    There will be chairs positioned on stage and each officer will go to their 

assigned chair and stand in front of it.   Without an introduction the song “Through the Eyes of Love” will be 

sung as the officers stand on stage and listen.   After the song all officers except the 1
st
 vice president will be 

seated.   She will be called forward to the installation table.  

 

________________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love.  Tonight you will 

accept a two year commitment of service to ESA.  You stand the membership‟s choice as President/elect.  You 

will stand beside your president as a part of the very foundation upon which she will build her year of 

leadership.  In your hands rests the future of the council‟s leadership.  You must seek to develop leadership in all 

your sisters, and encourage others to serve the council with courage and dedication.  If you are willing to 

dedicate yourself to this love connection and fulfill the duties that face you for the next two years, accept your 



2004-2005 State President‟s Ceremony booklet  - 26 - 

light from ____________________________.  (She will light her votive candle and return to her seat.  The 2
nd

 

Vice President will then be called forward) 

 

_______________________, Will you step forward to receive your commitment of love.  To you comes the 

honor of conducting ht philanthropic activities of our state.  Your heart will be filled with the love for (The 

state’s philanthropic  project needs to be entered in this blank.)                                                   . The giving 

hearts of our sisters across the state, and your heart will truly dance to the love song of ESA.  NO other job 

touches the very soul of our beloved organization as this job does.  The task is a great but it is a labor of love.  

The hours will pass swiftly and fulfilling this office will fill your heart with love forever. Reach out with your 

heart and hand, the membership wants you to accept this commitment of love.  (She will then accept the light 

from Coleen and light her votive candle.  She will then return to her chair and the Corresponding secretary will 

be called forward.) 

___________________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love?  You have been 

given a special honor.  You have been chosen by the president to be an ambassador of goodwill for all your state 

council.  You will work along side the president, as well as provide _________________ with a friend the 

president needs at her side.  Friendship is related to love, and if love is the bread of life, friendship is in the same 

package.  Accept ____________________„s charge to fulfill the duties of this office with love and 

understanding.  (She will light her votive – return to her chair and the Recording secretary is called forward)  

 

___________________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love?  You will serve as 

a vital link in ____________________ love song.  Accuracy of the records will insure the future melodies of our 

organization.   We will depend upon you to keep us well informed.  If you are willing to dedicate yourself to this 

love connection by fulfilling your duties with faith and loyalty accept ______________ light.  (She will light her 

votive – return to her chair and the Treasurer will be called forward.) 

 

__________________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love.  It is your 

responsibility to discharge the duties of your office with diligence and accuracy.  The fiscal stability of our 

council rests in your hands.   This light symbolizes a great responsibility, the membership has spoken and you 

stand their choice.  Will you answer with love in your heart and an outstretched hand by accepting the symbolic 

torch of your office from __________________?    (She will light the votive – return to her chair and the 

Auditor will be installed)  

 

_______________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love?   We look to you for 

leadership and the maintenance of accurate record keeping.  Yours is a watchful office.   Will you dedicate 

yourself to the new administration, to assist in the growth and development of the council, and to spread the 

message of love?  You stand the choice of the membership, and ________________ awaits your acceptance of 

this office.  (She lights her votive – returns to her chair and the workshop coordinator will be called forward)  

 

_________________________, will you step forward to receive your commitment of love?  Please realize that 

your year of service is very important within the council.   To coordinate the various leadership and education 

programs in order that our sisters will increase and enhance their knowledge is no small task.  If you are willing 

to dedicate yourself to the love connection by working closely with the council and the membership toward the 

developmental goals that have been set … reach forth and take the symbolic light from your president.   (She 

will light her votive – return to her chair and the Parliamentarian will be called forward.) 

 

_______________________, will you step forward to accept your commitment of love? The president has 

placed much faith in you by selecting you for this office.  You will assist her in all matters of a parliamentary 

nature.  The watchful eye of the parliamentarian helps the council to conduct their affairs in a fair and impartial 

manner.  With charity towards all, no greater voice of love could be heard.  _____________ awaits your 

acceptance of this office. (She will light her votive – return to her chair and the Chaplain will be called 

forward) 
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__________________, will you step forward to accept your commitment of love?  ESA – A love song … what a 

wonderful theme to serve under as our state chaplain.  You stand _________„s choice, for in you she sees 

compassion, and spiritual wisdom.  We entrust into your hands the well-being of our sisters.  Through your 

strength, we will climb to new heights. Through your leadership, we will know the radiance of God‟s smile and 

his love.  Draw forth and accept the symbolic light and acceptance of your office from ______   (She will light 

her votive and return to her seat.) 

 

As each of us re-news the vows of our sisterhood tonight, let us be ever mindful that we stand taller, we stand 

stronger when we speak as one voice. 

 

Each of us is vital to the whole that is ESA.  We need to be aware that our voice, no matter how small, needs to 

be heard as a part of the whole.  Doubts and fears will not be allowed in to silence our “one voice.”  

 

We need all our voices to rise in a chorus in order that ESA can be all that it can be.  For every idea and thought 

must begin with someone and perhaps the most beautiful idea of all is the one still unheard, trapped in silence by 

the singer afraid to share her song. 

 

(The pianist will begin playing the song “One Voice”.   After the song has been sung the conclusion will be 

given) 

 

What a beautiful clear vision, looking through the eyes of love has given us in ESA.  It is a vision of self-worth, 

acceptance, and immense gratitude, knowing we are better people because of each other and the love we share.  

 

It is a vision of a better world.  It is a chance to bring laughter to children, hope to the helpless, and a song of 

love to the lips of those silenced by despair. 

 

So please, don‟t let this feeling end, it may not come again and we must always have our vision by looking 

through the eyes of love – the eyes of ESA. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen:  We proudly present the ___________ (date) officers of the __________   State Council.  

You may come forward to take your pictures.  

 

 

[We can do more than love, we can be LOVED.] 
 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

 
 (Written and composed by Coleen Cape) 

 
There are girls that are loud, and girls that are shy, 

And some that are just down right demanding! 

But the only word to describe the girl we honor tonight, 

Is simply just very outstanding. 

 

Outstanding Sister Ceremony 
With a simple poem 
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If God had decided to make you a star,  

You would have been the brightest by far; 

The star that outshines every other one, 

If you were a star you‟d be the Sun! 

 

And if He‟d made you a bird; 

To fly the heavens‟ above –  

You‟d be the bird of peace and love; 

For you‟d be a beautiful dove! 

 

And if you were a flower ever so sweet –  

You‟d be the one that makes every garden complete. 

The flower that‟s most perfect of all we suppose; 

If you were a flower you‟d be a rose! 

 

And of all these wonders  

We know He could do.  

We‟re most grateful of all, 

Cause He just made you – YOU! 

 

A woman who gives all she can give 

And then continues to give even more. 

And when asked to help never asks anyone, 

How much? or How Come? or What for?  

 

Tonight ___________________________   gives it‟s special thanks to you; 

Not for what you did once or twice, 

But for your work the whole year through. 

 

A year you helped to give hope, 

To those who had none.  

And shared with your sisters,  

Both friendship and fun. 

 

So for all you have done,  

And all you‟ve yet to do. 

Tonight we want to share  

All of our love with you.  

 

Now the time has come, 

When there is nothing left to say, 

Except how grateful we are  

You found us and E. S. A! 

 

Because you are special as love 

And as rare as one perfect pearl, 

We are proud to have you,  ________________________ (name)  

As this year‟s Outstanding Girl! 
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Quilt of Life - Threads of Remembrance 
(Memorial Service - Written and Composed by Coleen Cape) 

 
Music: On Holy Ground Sung by:  _________________________________ 

 

Heavenly Father we rejoice in your love and benevolence as we come together this morning on this Holy 

Ground to offer praise, to share our joy and our sorrow and to seek your eternal comfort. We offer our sincere 

gratitude to you for gracing our lives with the sisters, family members and friends we remember here today. 

 

____________________ ,   will you please come forward and light the eternal flame.  

 

Lighting of Memorial Candle:   _________________________________ 

 

Father of Light, Flame eternal and never ending – offer us your spark that we may know that even as we 

remember those no longer among us, we will know that the flame of their spirit will forever warm our memories 

and will continue to burn as a beacon and enlighten our thoughts, actions and words as we live the Legacy of 

Friendship and Love they have left behind. 

 

As _________________________   lights the white candle,  let us remember the purity of heart and integrity of 

spirit that guides the lives of our sisters and loved ones. 

 

____________________________,  lights the green candle which symbolizes enrichment – all the ways our 

lives were enriched and impacted by the gift of their friendship and love.  We will never forget one single smile, 

hug, word of encouragement or act of kindness. 

 

The Pink candle represents, all the love – the amazing body of love that the lives we remember here today 

showered upon a needing world.  Because they loved the world is a better place. 

 

Burgundy represents the comfort we seek – and the comfort we give.  We ask your comfort and courage that we 

may accept and understand your will in all things.  Inspire us that we will always see the need in others and offer 

our comfort to those in need of such. 

 

The Navy candle represents all of those unknown to us whose lives impacted us in a way we could never have 

imagined.  Today we offer up a special prayer of remembrance for all the victims, survivors, rescue workers, 

families and volunteers of this great nation whose courage and sacrifice created a legacy of determination and 

dedication to the principals of freedom that will live in the hearts of us all for all time. 

 

Opening Thought:    __________________________________, Chaplain  

 

With the death of each friend I have loved – part of me has died also, but their contribution to my sense of 

worth, my being of happiness, strength and understanding remains forever to sustain me in an ever changing 

world.  As long as I remember – they remain.  For as our Father told us 

 

Scripture:      John 11:25-26 

 

Memorial Services 
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“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and 

believes in me will never die. 

 

They will never die as long as we carry them in our hearts, whenever we need them they will be there.” 

 

Music:    “You’ll Be There”           sung by: _____________________________________ 

 

Scripture:      Romans 14:5-7 

 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you 

follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Accept one another then, just as Christ accepted you; in order to bring Praise to God. 

 

Accept one another – not in spite of our imperfections but because of them; not in spite of our differences, but 

because of them; not in spite of our frailties, but because of them – it is not that which we have in common with 

others that makes us special or unique – it is those special and unique qualities we possess that makes it possible 

for us to create and pass on a legacy like no other.  Each of us creating a beautiful quilt of life, sewn with threads 

of remembrance.  Rejoice with me now as we remember and celebrate the lives of our departed sisters. 

 

(As chapter sisters come forward to light a memorial candle or some kind of representation to remember the 

sisters who have gone the following poems and music will proceed. In this memorial service a quilt block was 

added to a quilt hung in the front of the room.  Each piece represented the state’s sisters who had passed that 

year.  When finished it completed the design of the quilt.  The quilt was given as a gift to the International 

Council President that year whose theme centered around quilting.) 

 

Reading: “The Quilt”   Read by:_______________________________________ 

 

 

MY QUILT 

 

As I faced my Maker at the last judgment, I knelt before the Lord along with all the other souls. 

 

Before each of us laid our lives like the squares of a quilt in many piles.  An angel sat before each of us sewing 

our quilt squares together into a tapestry, a legacy that reflected our life. 

 

But as my angel took each piece of cloth off the pile and began to sew it, I noticed how ragged and empty each 

of my squares was.  They were filled with giant holes.  Each square was labeled with a part of my life that had 

been difficult, the challenges and temptations I was faced with in everyday life.  I saw all the hardships that I 

had endured, and they were the largest holes of all. 

 

I glanced around me.  Nobody else had such squares.  Other than a tiny hole here and there, the other tapestries 

were filled with rich color and the bright hues of worldly fortune.  I gazed upon my own life and was 

disheartened.  My angel was sewing the ragged pieces of cloth together, threadbare and empty – like trying to 

bind together pieces of air. 

 

Finally the time came when each life was to be displayed, held up to the light, the scrutiny of truth. The others 

rose, each in turn, holding up their tapestries.  Oh how filled and complete their lives had been.  Then it was my 

time - my angel looked upon me, and nodded for me to rise. 

 

My gaze dropped to the ground in shame.  I hadn‟t had all the earthly fortunes.  I had love in my life, and 

laughter, but there had also been trials of illness, death and self-recrimination.  I had to start over so many times, 
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I often struggled with the temptation to quit, only to somehow muster the strength to pick up and begin again.  I 

spent many nights on my knees in prayer, asking for help and guidance in my life.  I had often been held up to 

ridicule, which I endured painfully, each time offering it up to the Father in hopes that I would not melt away 

within my skin beneath the judgmental gaze of those who unfairly judged me.  And now, I had to face the truth.  

My life was what it was and I had to accept it for just that. 

 

I rose and slowly lifted the combined squares of my life to the light.  An awe-filled gasp filled the air.  I gazed 

around at the others who were all staring at me with eyes wide with shock and wonder. 

 

Then I looked upon the tapestry before me – the legacy of my life.  Light flooded the many holes, creating a 

luminous image, the face of Christ.  Then our Lord stood before me, with warmth and love in His eyes, He said 

for all to hear, “Every time you gave your life over to me, it became my life.  Your hardships became My 

hardship and your struggles became My struggle.  Each point of light in your life is when you stepped aside and 

let me shine through, until there was more of me than there was of you.” 

 

Life is for some all good and for others all bad, but it matters not what life holds for you but what you are 

willing to give to the Lord, in whose name all things shall be done. 

 

May all of your quilts be threadbare and worn, allowing Christ to shine His light unto the world through you. 

     

Memorial Remembrance:   State/chapter Representatives 

     

Music: “Circle of Friends” Sung by: ___________________________________________________  

 

Poem:    My Sister          Read by: ___________________________________________________ 

 

My Sister 

 

“In My Sister’s Face I saw an Angel,  

her grace was a beauty designed by God, 

her hands were strong but gentle, used to touch the ones she loved. 

Her heart was full of courage and compassion, 

She used it to shower the world with her love. 

If I close my eyes, I can hear her laughter 

And see the smile that lit up her face, 

I remember her sense of humor that was simple 

with a quality of good taste. 

I will miss those long talks that we shared,  

For in those hours we caught sight of a future,  

Worthy of the world which we vowed to love and defend. 

I now have sadly learned that time does not last forever, 

I’ll cherish the lesson that she taught me, which was 

To reach out and touch the heart of a friend. 

And now her memory is a precious gift, 

One that we will treasure with out thoughts of her, 

While she sits with God and watches over all of us from above.” 

(Written by Linda Fincham – Kansas) 

    

 

Benediction:      ________________________________________, Chaplain 
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Go forth from this Holy Ground, love and cherish each other, do each other no harm, accept each other 

unconditionally and always listen with an open heart and answer with an open mind.  Love each other as 

you were loved by the ones we honored here this morning.  Go with the Peace and Blessing of our Father 

in Heaven and His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

[We can do more than care, we can HELP.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Men of ESA installation should be light hearted and fun.    Most are designed to be a 
spoof on the regular ceremony format or a roast of the individual/gender.   Know the 
people you are working with to know what they would enjoy and have some fun with 
this.  It can be an entertaining part of your convention.  
   

Men of ESA Installation 

 
The time has come to pay appropriate homage to our Men of ESA.  It is a time to reflect on the lack of 

accomplishments of the past and to look forward with confidence to what we are certain will be continued 

ineffective, lackadaisical and uninspired leadership in the true tradition of all of the Men of ESA! 

 

On that note we will hear from your current exalted leader whose example will pave the way for the future 

leaders of the Men of ESA   You know _____________ thinks he is so funny, why just last night he asked me if 

I knew how many men it took to open a beer can and I said, “No”.   He said, “Of course not, it doesn‟t take any, 

it should be open when she brings it to him.” 

 

Oh ladies and gentleman it is just that kind of dynamic leadership from the past that will lead our men forward 

to the future – a man is truly like a cooler if you fill him with enough beer you can take him anywhere.  Tonight 

__________stands before you ready to step down and bid you a fond farewell.  FAREWELL 

 

Never before in the history of the Men of ESA has there been such a hard fought election.  After hours of soul 

searching, campaigning, ballot box stuffing, and coercion and about a keg and a half of beer, the membership 

has spoken and these gullible, poor slobs that stand here before you were railroaded to carry forth the torch of 

leadership. 

 

_________________________,__________________________truly if ever a man represented the sheer 

foolishness that has come to be associated with our Men of ESA,  it is you!  During the long days and nights of 

the year ahead as you lovingly and longing look into your wife‟s eyes and say “Do I Know You?”,  we want you 

to search your heart and look deep and hard into your very soul.  We want you to ponder the great responsibility 

that is yours and then to ask yourself, “What in the Hell am I doing Here”.    If you can‟t come up with a 

reasonable answer – YOU ARE THE MAN FOR THE JOB!  You know we can always tell when a man is going 

to say something important and smart – he begins the sentence with “My wife told me…”  

_____________________over the years as _____________________dreamed and hope to aspire to this high 

office, you have been his source of constant support and inspiration.  This evening 

______________________has chosen this song especially for you. 

 

Men of ESA Installation 
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(The real brave sing this, but you can speak the words with a little rhythm as well.  This is to the tune of “Won’t 

you come home, Bill Bailey.” 

 

Won’t you come Sweet,   _____________________?  

Won’t you come home? 

I’ve cried the whole night long. 

 

I’ve done the cooking honey 

I’ve fed the dog, 

You know you’ve done me wrong. 

 

I remember that fateful evening - you pledge ESA,  

Since that time I’ve been alone 

 

You know you’re to blame – but I won’t complain…if 

______________, you’ll please come  

______________, you’ll please come 

______________, you’ll please come home. 

 

As a symbol of your good intentions to take up the honor of the men of ESA please accept this 

__________________________________ as a token of your responsibility.  ___________________________ 

 

As you know, no one aspires to high office alone.  The membership has chosen ___________  to serve beside 

your president _________________________ a man of experience who has been known to say It don‟t take no 

genius to spot a goat in a herd of sheep.  WE now proudly present the newly elected, much maligned, never 

understood Vice President of the Men of ESA.   

 

____________________________  just as we directed your President to search his heart before assuming the 

awesome task ahead, we now ask you to look deep into your heart and ask yourself “What in the hell am I doing 

here?”   If your answer is “Just Stupid, I Guess” then YOU ARE THE MAN FOR THE JOB.  WE all know that 

if men ruled the world all things would be much simpler.  Sorry I‟m late but I got really hammered last night 

would be a totally acceptable reason for being late to work. 

 

__________________________,  _________________________knows that you and you alone are to blame – 

of course I mean to thank for the honor that becomes his tonight.  He has chosen a special song that expresses 

his feelings more than mere words could every say. 

 

(The Tune is “What kind of fool am I” – can be sung or spoken.) 

 

What kind of fool am I? 

To be standing here once more 

You may think it funny, but oh honey 

Wait till I get you out the door 

 

I guess I can’t say NO 

Like most any intelligent man 

So I guess you all know 

What kind of fool I am. 

 

To symbolize your acceptance of this somewhat dubious honor, please accept this symbol as a token of your 

office.    (Hand the officer something)  
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As you can see the year will be filled with unbelievable memories.  To record this year of foolishness and 

ineptitude the membership has elected a man who is both useless and undependable.  You can always depend on 

him to do nothing better than anyone else whenever and wherever asked.  He is the perfect example of why 

women would rather have beauty than brains – because men can see a whole lot better than they can think. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen we present ______________________the new Secretary and Treasurer of the Men of 

ESA.  ___________________________to you befalls a grave responsibility.  Before you accept this office we 

direct you to address your conscience and ask yourself with all seriousness “What the hell am I doing here?”  If 

the answer is “They told me I had to” - THEN YOU ARE THE MAN FOR THE JOB 

 

(Wife’s name)  ______________________________, by now you must know that at long last the moment you 

have been awaiting with eagerness and anticipation has finally arrived.  Your husband has a special song he 

dedicates to you from the bottom of his feet - heart. 

 

(Song tune:  “I wanna go Home.”  Can be sung of spoken)  

 

I used to be happy 

I used to be Free 

Till you done this to me 

 

You were so sweet 

In every way 

You could make me do whatever you’d say 

 

Now, I wanna go home 

I wanna go home 

Oh Lord, How I wanna go Home. 

 

__________, As a sign of your intentions to follow the direction of your president and to fulfill the lofty duties 

of your office please accept this symbol of your office.  (Hand the officer something)  

 

By the authority in me vested, I now pronounce you the duly elected officer of the ___________________    

Men of ESA for _________________________, _____________________. 

        (State)      (Date)  

 

I leave you with this one final thought that has always brought tears to my eyes.  A man is like a horoscope – 

Always trying to tell you what you should do … and he‟s usually wrong.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do some additional research and reading to find those special thoughts that will make the ceremony 

extraordinary.   Many have been placed throughout this booklet that has special meaning.   There are 

many others that are available for your uses that have special meaning to you.    

 

 

Poems and Inspirational words to enhance 

your ceremonies 
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    You can work miracles by expressing   

    faith in others.  To get the best out of  

    people. Choose to think and believe  

    the best about them.  - Bob Moawad 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[We can do more than live, we can BECOME] 

 

Godôs Refrigerator 
(Author unknown) 

 

If God had a refrigerator your picture would be on it. 

If He had a wallet your photo would be inside. 

 

He sends you flowers every spring, a sunrise each morning  

And a sunset each eve. 

 

He sends the sun to warm you, the breeze to cool you 

And the rain to refresh you when the way has been too long 

 

Whenever you want to talk – He listens. 

When you cry – He comforts you. 

When you share the music of your laughter 

He sends the song of the birds to join the chorus. 

 

He can live anywhere in the universe 

But He has chosen to live within your heart 

 

Face it – He is just crazy about you. 

 

He did not promise days without pain 

Laughter without sorrow, Sun without rain. 

 

He did promise – Strength for each day, comfort for the   

      tears 

Light for the way and His undying love. 

 

He thinks you are terrific – He Loves You! 

 

Loyalty means not that I agree with everything you say, or that I believe you are always right.  

Loyalty means that I share a common ideal with you and that, regardless of minor differences, we 

strive for it, shoulder to shoulder, confident in one another’s good faith, trust, constancy and 

affection.   -  Dr. Karl Menninger 

To Risk 

 
To laugh is to risk appearing the fool 

To weep is to risk appearing sentimental 

To reach out to someone is to risk involvement 

To expose feelings is to risk exposing our true 

      selves. 

To put your ideas and dreams before the crowd 

     is to risk loss 

To love is to risk not being loved in return. 

To live is to risk despair 

To try at all is to risk failure. 

 

BUT RISKS MUST BE TAKEN 

Because the person who risks nothing 

Does nothing, has nothing, is nothing. 

They may avoid suffering and sorrow,  

But they simply cannot learn, change, feel,  

     grow, love, live.  

Chained by their attitudes, they are slaves. 

They have forfeited freedom. 

Only the person who risks is free.  

 

   Hugh Prather 

 

Treat people as they are, and they remain that way.  Treat them as though they are already what 

they can be, and you help them become what they are capable of becoming - Goethe 

 


