Epsilon Sigma Alpha International
Sixty Sixth Annual Kansas State Convention
April 28 – May 1, 2011

SPEAK UP & CELEBRATE
Highland Hotel & Convention Center
Great Bend, Kansas
Kim Kummer - Kansas State Presiding President.

We were greeted by these two lovely ladies when we arrived in Great Bend.
Kim Kummer, State President and her Convention Chairman, Coleen Cape.
BOY!! – did they have a grand time planned for us.

Friday, April 29, 2011

We set up the tables for our project sales and some of us even found out we belonged to a different chapter
when we arrived. However, all’s well. Epsilon Pi told Colleen that they could use another member in their
chapter.

Kansas State Council Meeting

The board meeting opens with the usual pledge to the flag, devotionals by Jill Mattingly, State Chaplain, and a
welcome by Dawn Scheuerman, an explanation of voting by the parliamentarian, Denise Masterson and
recognition of our International Council Representative Vickie Jones. The President displays her banner one
more time for all to see.

State Council Luncheon in Honor of the State Council
“Memories are made of this”

The board luncheon is a time for the Board to get together, share memories, thank their committees and give
gifts! Kim and her board have had a very productive ESA year and they have live the theme, “Let your Life
Speak” this year.

Evelyn Penland and Diney take a sisterly moment, Kim reads a poem, and District I and J wait to eat. President
Kim and her Corresponding Secretary Lisa Baum handed out her thank you notes to the board. Karen KnorpBrown thanks her committee for their work while her fellow chapter member, Gayle Hayter looks on.

First General Assembly

The head table waits to get introduced and make their entrance to start the First General Assembly. The
Chamber of Commerce, Jan Peters, and the Highland Hotel, Sandy Hiss welcomes us to Great Bend hoping that
we will have a wonderful convention and reminding us to SHOP in Great Bend!

Colleen Noll, Award Chairman begins her duties to MC the Awards for the weekend. Pat Josey gave her
Disaster Fund Awards and we have a special guest from Minnesota, Sharon Desarmeaux.

DIANA AWARD WINNER
Julia Strnad – Caldwell

Julis Strnad was honored as this year’s Diana Award recipient. She was nominated by Delta Chi chapter in
Caldwell, Kansas for the good works she does in her area.

Sue Gosselin, Educational Director, presented the Education Awards. Delta Chi- Caldwell Melinda Neal from
Delta Chi, Caldwell was selected Outstanding Athenian which is the top education award given.

Terri Clark and Kim Kummer present Goodwill Awards to their representative, Gayle. Jacque Bolinger,
Outstanding Sister Chairman recognized our Above and Beyond Members for 2011. Following three
Leadership workshops we headed for the pool area to see who would win the Miss Kitty Beauty contest for St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

St. Jude Kitty Beauty Contest
The final tally for the beauty contest and cat litter contest was $3,783.74. That is not all; you also donated
$368.00 at the raffle table so the total amount earned convention weekend for the Kiddies was $4,151.74. At
the other board meetings we earned a total of $531.46 for the raffle items so our total earnings this year for
just the raffle table and kitty contests were $4,683.

The winners of the contests were: Most Beautiful Kitty, “Cleopatra” portrayed by Peggy Harrison District C,
Most Creative Kitty,” Fat Cat” portrayed by Laura Williamson District E, Most Money Collected Kitty Sondra
Messenger District J, “Sassiest Kitty” and the Kitty Litter contest was won by Dawn Scheuerman, District H.

Welcome BBQ & Mixer
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie”

Our St. Jude family joined us for dinner and afterwards told us how life was for them after Andrew was
diagnosed with leukemia. Andrew was an infant when he was diagnosed however today he is a very active six
years old. Andrew has sight problems and he has been going to school in Kansas City to learn how to deal
with this issue. I believe Andrew stole all of our hearts and he does have beautiful red hair.
Chairman Pat also thanked all of you who sponsored and participated in radio-thons, math-a-thons, and other
projects throughout the year to earn money for St. Jude’s. What a great state we are.

Membership Awards & President’s Challenge Awards

Candidates Skit – “minute to win it”

Ways & Means Auction – We ended the evening with our council’s ways & means project, the annual basket
auction to raise funds for operations. There were a lot of bidding wars going on and a lot of fun.

Saturday, April 30, 2011

Second General Assembly
There were several things that President Kim tried differently this year and having the opening flag ceremony
at the Second General Assembly so everyone could enjoy it was one of them. Luncheon Workshops replaced
the Awards Luncheon.

Candidate’s speeches – We had a full slate of candidates running for
office and even competition which added to the excitement and interest
this year. Marsha asked the candidates to select one word that they felt
described ESA. We listened to Susan White, Crystal Collingsworth, Angie
Fairbanks, Brenda Love, Judy Ahrens, Peggy Harrison, Phyllis Simmons,
Barb Smith, Suzy Fletcher, Rita Baker, Bonnie Templeton, Terri Clark,
and Patsy Jenks spoke from their hearts and did an excellent job.
Let’s vote!

Outstanding Youth Awards
Junior Youth Award Winner: Ben Studer from Frankfort, Ks. Ben received the highest youth award honor as
the Frankfort chapter told us why they nominated Ben. The two youth award winners read their essays.

Senior Youth Award Winner – Corey Jones from Cheney, Kansas. Eta Theta chapter spoke lovingly and
proudly of Corey as they told the audience of her accomplishments. This young lady and young man are truly
outstanding and will go far in life.

Publicity, Association of the Arts, Scrapbook and Care Connection Awards were also given at the Second
General Assembly. Eta Theta chapter seems to be scooping up a lot of awards today!! YOU GO GIRL!!

Ks Delegate Photo & Convention meeting
(Do you know how hard it is to get this many women to sit still and be quiet for a photo?)

Convention continued in ESA 2011 State Convention – Part II

ESA State Convention 2011 – Part II

Installation of officers
Banquet “Wine and Roses”
Saturday night at convention is always filled with excitement as we install our newly elected officers for the
coming year and this year was no exception. Marsha Barnes from Caldwell was installed as our new president
with the theme “Seasons of ESA”.

Kim and Marsha have worked through the offices hand in hand. Each has been there for the other as they
have worked the issues and projects of the Kansas State Council. Kansas is truly blessed to have such
outstanding leadership to follow each other. It has been a great year and we prepare for another one as well.

Delta Chi chapter presents Marsha with a special quilt. Clara’s presentation to Marsha said: “Marsha, you have
truly made Delta Chi proud of you tonight. When you started your venture in Epsilon Sigma Alpha in 1975 as a
young mother, I have a feeling that this accomplishment was not even a vision. I’m not sure when the seed was
planted, but your season for harvesting has arrived. It is with love and encouragement that we present you
with a token of our gratitude. With the help of Delta Chi sisters and sisters all over Kansas providing the
pictures needed, this quilt was lovingly put together to help you follow the seasons of your life in ESA to the
present. We are here beside you now and always.”

Men of ESA Installation

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

YoYo Collins –
“Good As Grape Juice - Growing Better, Not Bitter Through Adversity”
Background: 34 years ago, a young college graduate named YoYo Collins had big
plans but those dreams turned into a nightmare on Mar 14, 1977, when a diving
accident left him with a fracture of the fifth cervical vertebra and a dislocation at the
fifth and sixth vertebrae and a completely severed spinal cord. His world was turned
upside down. However, following the accident, he met Sandi and they fell in love. The
two were married on Oct. 14, 1980. Several months before their wedding, Sandi
approached YoYo about singing and sharing his experience in church. Before long,
Yoyo began to embrace, without question and hesitation, things God was bringing
into his life. He began to desire and seeks the will of God for his life. Now, YoYo sings
and shares his story in 200 concerts, schools, and conventions each year. YoYo said
his advice to anyone with a recent injury, including a broken neck, is to realize it will
not always be as bad as it seems now.

Sunday, May 1, 2011 (ESA SUNDAY)

Celebration of Life
Early Sunday morning, Chaplain Jill Mattingly and her committee: Clara Ginn and Mary Ann Johnson led us in
the “Celebration of Life”. “Let your Faith Speak, Believe” was the theme for the morning as we celebrated our
lost sisters: Lillie Wheeler, Newt Bressie, Barb Slizewski, Shirley Fulgroat, Beryle Elliott, Patt Erwin, Delores
Harding, Doris Sherbenou, and Dorothy Kennedy. Raz Ginder was lost after the Convention. Patsy Jinks was
the vocalist for the ceremony.

Sunday Brunch – “Seasons of Change”

There are always drawing and Marla Olson was a lucky winner on Sunday. This group of ladies worked
together for Coleen Cape during her year as IC President in 2005. Marsha Barnes, Sharon Deseramu and Clara
Ginn were AA’s and Verneene Forssberg was Coleen’s Corresponding Secretary. Each year they try to hook up
to have some fun.

What ESA Means to Me” - Laura Williamson - All my life I was
told I would never amount to anything, I never did anything right
and I would never be able to take care of myself. I suffered from
low self-esteem growing up, never believing in myself and feeling
no matter how hard I tried I would never be good at anything.
But through ESA, I have developed good people skills, leared to
have faith in myself and to never give up on myself. I enjoy
being a part of an organization that allows me to help others in
need and to grow at my own pace, yet nudge me when doubts try
to creep in. I never thought I would be able to face large crowds
without fears of mistakes, to just be myself, and to be accepted
just as I am. I look forward to the opportunity to continue to
grow in ESA through the beliefs of ESA, to live by the rituals, and
to help others learn and grow.

Years of Service Awards

Kansas Outstanding chapter for 2010-2011
CHI EPSILON - WICHITA

This year's outstanding chapter pledged one new member. They had 18 major philanthropic projects, and 15
educational programs. They had participation in all of their district meetings and had members attend four state
council meetings. They attended leadership seminars, state convention, IC Convention, the Heartspring Tea &
Tour, Day of Love and took part in the Prom last spring at Heartspring. They publicized ESA in almost every
way possible. They have six First Pearl Recipients, one First Degree Pallas Athene recipient, six Second Degree
Pallas Athene recipients, three Third Degree Pallas Athene recipients, and eight Fourth Degree Pallas Athene
recipients. Their members worked an average of 111 hours each and gave an average of $2,044.86 per member.
They have 22 members in their chapter.
TOP TEN CHAPTERS: Eta Rho, Derby; Delta Chi, Caldwell; Eta Phi, Wichita; Epsilon Pi, Pratt; Chi Epsilon, Wichita;
Epsilon Eta, Topeka; Delta Delta, Ulysses; Gamma Omicron, Manhattan; Beta Epsilon, Frankfort; and Zeta Phi, Junction
City
Anniversary Chapter – On our 50 Anniversary our chapters are honored and we get to renew our ESA Vows on
Sunday Morning. Eta Phi, Wichita is honored this year. HI HO! HI HO! IT’S OFF TO HUTCH WE GO! A
convention bid is always fun to watch.

Lamplighter Installation: You always know that Convention is at an end when the Lamplighters take over and
have some fun with the out-going President. She in inducted into the group with ceremony and asked to pay
her dues! Kim will make a wonderful addition to this group of ladies.

We’ll plan to see you in Hutchinson
next spring as we celebrate
the “Seasons of ESA”

Delta Chi Sorority #1411 would like to name Julia Strnad as our Diana Award
Recipient for 2010-2011. We are submitting her for nomination as the ESA Diana
Award Recipient of the State of Kansas. Julia is a young wife, homemaker and
mother in our community, and she has established herself as being a very caring
person who looks primarily at what she can do to help others. She has
accomplished so much.
Julia and her husband Troy operate the Strnad Land and Cattle, a farming operation
of spring and winter crops and livestock. She operates the combine during harvest
time, and also keeps electronic books and filings for the company, fixes meals and
is an all around farm hand. Her husband was badly injured in a farm related
accident in September 2010, and Julia continued to operate and manage the farming
operation during his recovery. She is the Chief Financial Officer of Ag Energy
Solutions LLC, a business which is working to bring alternate energy to the local
area. She and Troy have two children, Sammie, a 10 year old daughter and Trey,
their 8 year old son.
She and her family are very active in the community. Julia volunteers as Secretary
of the Caldwell High School Alumni Association where she has updated the listing
of every high school graduate from Caldwell, and sends over 1200 letters out each
summer announcing the Alumni Plans for the Homecoming Activities in October.
This is an awesome job, and she also takes care of many other responsibilities for
the Alumni Association. Recently she suggested a benefit to raise money for getting
new restroom/concession facility for the local football field, and of course was
given the responsibility to come up with an idea. She has scheduled an Alumni
Basketball game for February of this year, and has secured commitments for alumni
referees, players and teams. Whatever she sets out to do she fulfills that obligation
by involving others and then gives everyone credit for its success, even though she
has done most of the work.
Her interest in the school does not end there. She recently registered the local
schools for a coupon program which raises money for the school by promoting
saving the bar codes and labels from grocery items. She even makes her laptop
computer available for others to sign up for incentives from Campbell Soups and
thus has collected many needed items for the school system. She is a Room Mother
at the Caldwell Elementary School. She volunteers on a Research Committee to find
a workable solution between two local schools for consolidation while saving the
identity of both communities.
Her children are involved in 4-H and she is the Community Leader, as well as
coordinating the clubs’ sewing projects. She has served as President of the Sumner
County Extension Executive Council for four years.
Because of her concern for health issues, four years ago Julia started the Walk
across Kansas for her community. She has formed new groups each year and has
had as many as 6 groups of six participants each walking and keeping track of how
far they walk, and how many whole grain products they eat each week. She then
tabulates the distances etc. every week and registers them with the Extension
Service. She announces which teams are ahead every week. Everyone has fun
doing this and it makes everyone aware of exercising and the how necessary it is to
maintain a healthy body.

1

Julia was stunned to see the devastation of the earthquakes that caused so much
suffering by the people in Haiti in early 2010. She searched out ways her small
country church could help the people. She started out by personally volunteering
at a Numana Inc. packaging event in Eldorado, and afterwards, she urged
participation from other people in the community. Food packages were bagged
containing rice, soy protein, freeze dried vegetable and vitamins and shipped to
Haiti to be distributed thru the Salvation Army. These packets when reconstituted
with water would feed one meal to a family of six people.
The Million Meal Packaging Event in Wichita was attended by several members of
the community two weeks later. Julia then took on the task of promoting an event
in the town of Caldwell with its population of about 1200 people. A goal of 285,000
meals to feed the Haitian people was set, and she began the arduous task of
notifying people and organizations and asking for their help. She and her team of
volunteers raised about $45,000 to help defray the cost of the food. There was a lot
going on in the community the day that was designated for the packaging and only
350 people showed up. Some worked all day and others worked whatever time
they had to give. At the end of the 10 hour time period, they had packaged 220,054
meals. Even though the goal was not met, the Numana leaders said they had never
seen so few, work so hard, and do so much good, under her guidance and
leadership. Pre-school children and people in their 80’s participated in the event,
some had to take a break but returned later to continue packaging. Through Julia’s
dedication, her enthusiasm, her encouragement and her organizational skills the
project was successful and hopefully will provide the Haitian people with
nourishment as they fight the battles ahead. She is still involved and promotes
involvement when other Numana packaging events are held in the area. She is
involved with all dimensions of mission work.
She is very active in her church, where she serves as mission coordinator and as
the Leader of the Laity. Julia was in charge of the 125th Anniversary Celebration of
the church and has headed the Annual Turkey Supper Project twice. At this supper,
the Corbin United Methodist Women’s organization, with help from others in the
community, serves a full turkey dinner for up to 700 people in one evening. This
project supports both local and world mission projects.
Julia was the coordinator of the area wide Bible School for kids held recently. She
is a mainstay for Joy Express, a once a week bible-school type after school program
for the elementary students. She is active in Bible Study Groups and the NOW
Committee who is in charge of the programs of the church.
Julia and her sister Bonnie established Silver Strand, a company that makes and
sells their own hand crafted jewelry. She is in charge and coordinates a large craft
show that promotes hand crafted items made by local crafters every December and
this has grown to include other businesses from outside the state. Even though she
is a very involved with the lives of her family she still takes time out to do
gardening.
Her family started the annual Corn Party for the surrounding community and
every year host a big get together where they furnish corn on the cob, hamburgers
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and hot dogs and ask those attending to bring a covered dish to complete the meal.
This event is looked forward to, and many people who are not acquainted, are able
to meet and get to know others in the community.
Julia is highly respected in her community and her ability to organize and complete
a project has made her a valuable asset to her community and her family.
Delta Chi is pleased and proud to submit Julia Strnad for this high honor.
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