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News & Views
Kansas State Council
Anything’s Pawsible by Angie Fairbanks, President
It seems like it was just yesterday that I was saying goodbye to everyone after such a memorable State Convention. I’m a firm believer in the saying “Time flies when you’re having fun”. So, I must
have had a REALLY fun summer because the time has definitely
flown. On June 12 and 13, the Executive Board met in Topeka for
our retreat. A great time was had by all as we got to know one another on a more personal level after a little bit of wine. On July 13 I
flew out to Orlando, Florida to attend IC Convention. It was a great
honor to represent all of you during the week and I especially want
to thank the 20 members and 4 husbands that joined me there. I had
a PAWSitively FUNtastic time! Look for the convention highlights
elsewhere in this newsletter and clear space on your calendar to join
us next year in Loveland, Colorado on July 10-17, 2016.
It’s hard to believe that the nights are already getting shorter and
the temperatures are starting to cool. I am not ready to say goodbye
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Message
to summer yet. But alas here we are - on
the brink of fall. By the time you read this,
my first state board meeting will be but a
memory. If you missed it, we had a great
time visiting the shops in Garden City for
the ESA Foundation/Easter Seals Poker
Run. The evening Pet Show was a blast and
I loved learning about the Finney County
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit.
A big shout out
“WOOF” to Brenda Schaffer and Diane
Goold for planning the events, and to Rita
Baker for bringing in the K-9 Unit. I cannot
thank Rachel Livermore and our District G
sisters enough for hosting us for the weekend. They sure know how to put on one
heck of a PAWty.

So, now you know what I’ve been doing for
the past three months; and some of my
plans for the next three months. Now I
want you to tell me what you’ve been doing. Have you been thinking about what
your “President’s Pet Project” might be for
this year? Have you contacted your local
animal shelter or rescue facility to see what
might be on their “wish list”? Have you
thought about opening up your home to foster a pet in need, or even just sponsoring a
shelter animal until they can find their forever home? Or, better yet, are you ready to
adopt or rescue a new fur-baby of your
own? Whatever you decide to do for your
Pet Project this year, I want to hear about it.
Please share your stories with me so that I
can share them with others.

I hope you will consider joining us for our
next board meeting in Wichita on November 7-8. Everyone is invited to join our
PACK for the weekend. The FUNdraising
focus will be Heartspring and Goodwill. I
know that Ruth Archambeau and Barb Griffith are busy making plans for another great
State Philanthropic event. But wait, before
November, there is also a trip to Omaha,
Nebraska for the MARC Conference.
Please join your fellow Kansas sisters for a
trip up north on October 9-11. Your Nebraska sisters have a great program planned
for us and our 11 other MARC States. It’s a
great opportunity to meet some new ESA
members and share ideas.

And speaking of others… my other challenge to you this year was to bring in new
puppies for our ESA pack. I am following
the lead of our IC President Rickie and
sharing her emphasis on growing our membership. The past of ESA is in us, the present of ESA is in us, and the future of ESA
is in us. The only way that ESA in Kansas
can grow is US. It takes a commitment
from each one of us to recruit a new member so that this organization continues to
thrive. So get up off the porch, and go fetch
us some new members so that our ESA
pack in Kansas can survive.

(Continued from page 1)

ESA… Anything’s Pawsible

“...my other challenge to you this year is to bring in new puppies for our ESA pack.”
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Kansas State Officers
President
Angie Fairbanks
angiekf@gmail.com
1st Vice President,
Jill Richards
jmatt@kanoklanetworks.com
2nd Vice President
Ruth Archambeau
rayandrutha@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary
Debbie Smith
debbies@usd383.org
Recording Secretary
Cyndie Ewy
cewy2010@gmail.com
Dino and his handler, Officer Muniz, from the Finney Co. Sheriff’s K-9 Unit
(Continued from page 1)

Leadership News
KSC Summer Meeting Workshop August 29-30, 2015 in Garden
City was a demonstration by the Finney County Sheriff’s K-9
Unit.
KSC Winter Meeting Workshop November 7-8, 2015 is at
Heartspring in Wichita. We will be assisting Jill and Angie.
We are working on the Winter Meeting Workshop January 23-24,
2016 in Pratt and on the KSC Convention Workshop April 29May 1, 2016 in Topeka.
This has been an amazing challenge for us. We are really excited
to check out all the ways we are blessed by our furry friends.
Key word “furry”. We promise there will be no pet snakes involved. Might be because I am deathly afraid of them.

Treasurer
Cheryl Pucket
puckeche@usd437.net
Workshop Coordinator.
Rita Baker
rita.baker513@gmail.com
Chaplain
Karen Osborne
karenoz2@yahoo.com
Membership
Peggy Harrison
peghar@gmail.com
Parliamentarian
Donna Dawson
jmd@ksu.edu
Junior Past President,
Bonnie Templeton
bonniet56@gmail.com
www.esaks.org

My committee members Anita Gottsponer, Phyllis Simmons and
I are excited for the 2015-2016 year in ESA.
3

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
News from the NEXT Big Dog,
by Jill Richards, First Vice President

Treasurer Treats, by Cheryl Pucket, Treasurer
I have enjoyed these “dog” days of August. This is the first summer in
over thirty years that I have been off for all three months. Whoever
said teachers get June, July, and August off sure was wrong!!! I am
now looking forward to Saturdays at Bill Snyder Family Stadium and
watching my beloved Wildcats!
As of this writing I have received dues from 25 of the 38 chapters in
the state. In three districts – C, F, and J – all chapters have paid their
dues. In most of the other districts over half of the chapters have paid
their dues. If your chapter has not paid yet, please take care of it at
your first meeting in September. Dues are $15.00 per member and a chapter booster fee of
$10.00--payable to the Kansas State Council.
Send the check and a copy of your roster to me: Cheryl Pucket-7120 SW 17th Terrace-Topeka,
KS 66615. Questions call (785)817-9436 or e-mail: puckeche@usd437.net
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Jill with her puppy, Doc

I hope you have all had a pawsitively awesome summer!! I am
wondering where the time has gone to but I am definitely ready
for fall.
District News......
Your district chairs are more than willing to help in any way
they can when you need it. Be sure to reach out to them, I am
here to help them out, and you too, with any questions that
might arise. Hope you have a lot of fun things planned for the year ahead. Please get involved in your district where friendships are formed and memories are made plus it’s another way to network together. So far I have heard of picnics being held, a Kentucky Derby event, and always some great fellowship time involved.
Nominating News.....
I am looking for a lot of great people to fill the ESA Kansas Pack for 2016 - 2017. The
nominating committee and I will be searching for YOU. Please be thinking of what you
feel you are being led to do. I don't want to have to leash you in. Willing to Serve and Intent to Nominate forms can be found on the website so get those filled out and back to me
soon. Let's get this pack filled so we can all make a difference next year in ESA throughout our great state of Kansas and beyond. With YOU Anything is Pawsible!!

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
Heartspring Yips, by Ruth Archambeau, Second Vice President & Philanthropic Chair
Ruth with her dog, Annie

Ruth with her dog, Annie

Greetings! I hope you have had a “pawsitively” wonderful summer!
Let's all join paws as we welcome a new year in ESA to reach a goal
of raising money for Heartspring. Our goal for this next year will to
raise at least $4,300.00. Those funds will be used to purchase a
$3,000.00 Gate Mat System Software package, in addition to
$1,300.00 to sponsor the Parent’s Weekend, which is in conjunction
with the Heartspring Prom on May 7, 2016.

Make plans to attend the Heartspring Weekend November 7 & 8 in
Wichita. Things will be changed up a bit! There will be no Officer’s Reception at
Heartspring, instead there will be a Happy Hour (BYOB) at the hotel that evening.
Check out the ESA Kansas website for the shower list and bring your donations to the November meeting. Also we look forward to shopping with Jim Ahrens! Remember it's not too
early to get started on those Christmas gift items. He will be bringing new, exciting goodies!
Don't forget to get your Adopt-A-Child forms in to Mary Huber before September 30. Mary
is now the Adopt-A-Child person. Her e-mail address is mhuber@heartspring.com. She
needs to know if you want to keep the child you had this past year or receive information for a
new child. This is such a rewarding project for your chapter and the kids are so excited when
they receive their gifts and cards. When you send your gift, PLEASE include a Gift-In-Kind
Form and send a copy to me. The form can be found on the ESA Kansas website at
www.esaks.org.
Have a great fall!! If you have any questions, my contact information follows:
Ruth Archambeau - 1105 E 10th Ave - Winfield KS 67156
620-221-6190 – (Home) 620-229-3589 – (Cell)
rayandrutha@cox.net

Roster change:
Honey Grant
Publicity Committee
NEW email address:
honey@jchousepros.com
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
Paws for the Record, by Cyndie Ewy, Recording Secretary
cats
her cats
with her
Cyndie with
Cyndie

First of all we need to back up just a bit to let everyone
know we had a great Executive Board Retreat in June,
hosted by President Angie Fairbanks, in Topeka. We
stayed at the Senate Luxury Suites Hotel to make plans
for our ESA year of “Anything’s Pawsible. “ This was a
special old, quaint, historical spot. We enjoyed a delicious
meal prepared by Joy Thornbrugh and Sharon Groff at
Angie’s “Country” home on Friday night. We had a relaxing, fun evening getting to
share personal stories with one another. Our Sisterhood is such an important part of
ESA. Saturday morning we had our meeting in the Hotel to discuss our upcoming
year.
What a great Weekend in Garden City for our State Summer Council Meeting. We
send a big Thank YOU to our District G for a very well planned event. Friday night we
had a nice relaxing evening, visiting with our Sisters and eating out at various restaurants. Saturday morning the Executive Board met bright and early. Thank you to the
Hampton for providing us good breakfasts. All of our meetings were held in the Garden City Co-op Center.
The Chapter Presidents, District Chairs and Committee Chairs had meetings and directly after, Rita Baker, Workshop Coordinator, hosted a K-9 Unit from Finney County
Sheriff’s Dept. We learned many of the different skills of the K-9 Units as well as seeing Dino in action.
After enjoying lunch on our own we began a Poker Run, set up by Brenda Schaffer,
ESA Foundation Chair, and Rachel Livermore. The shopping was really a treat. The
stores were awesome. (Most of us do like to shop!) Good proceeds for the Foundation…The winners received prizes prior to our dinner at the Co-op. Thanks to the ladies for a great
Diane Goold, Easter Seals Chair
pork loin dinner and desserts. We missed seeing
Brenda and wish her the very best as she proceeds
with her treatments.
Diane Goold, Easter Seals Chair, and her Committee provided us with quite an array of games. It is
interesting how hard it is for women to form lines
and follow directions, without giving their own ideas and opinions. Chewing gum and scratching sim(Continued on page 7)
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
(Continued from page 6)

More Pawprints

ultaneously can be challenging. It was a fun evening, raising money and providing 48 different
stuffed animals for Easter Seals.
The first 2015-2016 State Council meeting was opened by newly elected President, Angie
Fairbanks, at promptly 9:00, followed by the Opening Ritual. Karen Osborne, Chaplain, led
devotions. Rachel Livermore welcomed everyone, and the response was given by Peggy Harrison, Membership Director.
Angie introduced two past IC Presidents: Joan Bourn, 1998-1999 and Susan Winters, 20122013, then asked for all past State Presidents to stand to be recognized. We had 20 past State
Presidents in attendance. We had two new pledges, Crystal Creamer, Delta Chi and Jessica
Linenberger, Alpa Zeta. Also recognized were members serving on the Kansas State Council
Board for the first time; Sherry Brown, Gamma Omicron, Carolyn Myers, Gamma Omicron
and Sherry Fick, Eta Beta. Roll call was taken by Cyndie Ewy, Recording Secretary. There
were 63 board members and five guests present.
Kansas MARC representative, Linda Schmidt reported on the upcoming MARC meeting in
Omaha from October 9-11. Approximately 16 of us will be headed to Omaha. This should be a
fun event. Everyone is invited!! A registration form is available in this issue and on the ESA
website. MARC Conference registration deadline is Sept. 17.
Angie reported on IC Convention in Orlando where Kansas had 21 women and four men present representing Kansas. Kim Kummer was elected IC Treasurer. Congratulations to Kim.
Bonnie Templeton was honored as recipient of the B.J. Clark Outstanding State President
Award. Great job, Bonnie, and congratulations!!
Cheryl Pucket, Treasurer, reported that we have 25 chapters paid and 324 members paid to
date. Pam McElvain, Auditor, reported that all audits are completed and correct.
Sue Gosselin, District C, invited everyone to the November Board Meeting in Wichita. It will
be Nov. 7-8, and the hotel is the Hampton Suites on N. Greenwich Rd. Make your reservations
to join the Heartspring / Goodwill fun weekend. There will be a box lunch on Saturday at
Heartspring, a Happy Hour back at the hotel, and Saturday
night will be “on your own” in the City! Enjoy!
Things to Remember:
Chapter and District IC dues need to be sent to Kim Kummer,
and your state dues need to be sent to Cheryl Pucket.
October is membership recruitment month — Plan some fun
events!
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
Paws and Pray, by Karen Osborne, Chaplain











Sue Tanner of Delta Epsilon lost her husband.
Corina Vaughn passed away on
August 18. She was a 50 year member of
Zeta Epsilon in Overland Park.
Muriele Johnson and Naomi Leonard
passed away in July. They were long
time members of Gamma Phi in Junction
City.
Karen Murray and Barbara Shaffer lost
their brother.
Barb Griffith's husband Les has had heart
problems and then pneumonia. He is
home recuperating and Barb and Les both
need our prayers.
Shirley Suppes had back surgery and then
suffered complications.
Diane Goold lost her brother-in-law, her
sister had surgery for blood clots in the
leg, her husband broke his ankle, and her
grandson, Carver, was diagnosed with









dermatomyositis, an
auto-immune disease
affecting his muscles.
Maureen Wells’ sister,
Laureen, is going
through treatments for
breast cancer.
Tammi Mitchell received word that her
Dad was diagnosed with COPD.
Sandy Keener is slowly recovering from
having a kidney removed.
Brenda Schaffer was diagnosed with
breast cancer. She is doing chemo for
three months and then radiation.
Shirley Keener received treatments for
staph infection in her elbow.
When a member of ESA reaches out to us
for prayer.....we need to Paws and Pray
for them.

ESA Pawsitively “Pays It Forward”,
by Judy Christiansen & Jacque Bolinger, Ways & Means Co-Chairs

This year at Convention, Ways & Means will host a “Basket/Silent Auction.” Remember Angie’s “Paws” theme for new ideas. Starting with the November meeting,
we will be selling tickets at the Ways & Means table for the 50/50 raffle that will be
awarded at Convention in the spring. We will also have packets ready for Chapter
Presidents at the Ways & Means table in November to take with them so that all
E.S.A. sisters will have a chance at winning the 50/50 raffle. Remember Ways &
Means is also selling Angie’s charms & pins for $8.00. They are pawsitively a must
to have.
Thanks in advance to all our Kansas Sisters for helping raise funds this year. Hope
to see you all at Heartspring weekend in November.
Committee members are Linda Bocox and Melinda Neal.
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
AAH! – THE PAWSIBILITIES FOR WORK AND SUCCESS
by Cindy Rodman, Goodwill Industries Chair

Once again, ESA members will have the opportunity to adopt Goodwill clients. They
would love to hear from you throughout the year and all it takes is a card. Maybe a
little note to them to personalize it. Chapters and individuals are encouraged to share
this experience. If you had a particular person last year and would like to keep him/
her, do provide that information to me. Please send all requests to my email address:
crod114@aol.com I will respond as quickly as possible.
To assist with the Goodwill clients Christmas Party this year, Kansas ESA is putting
together Christmas mugs filled with cocoa, marshmallows, peppermint sticks and gift
cards. So, what we will need from the membership are monetary donations to complete this project. Time is precious and there is not a lot of time at board meetings to
fill bags as we have done in the past. We certainly have appreciated your response to
help with this task but want to try something a little different this year.
All monetary donations made to Goodwill throughout the year should be completed
as follows: Kansas State Philanthropic Project #2 – Goodwill Industries. Please
designate where to direct your money, such as: Client Assistance Fund, Christmas
Party, or Birthday Bash.
Remember that in-kind gifts of clothing, household items, appliances – even cars, are
always in demand at your local Goodwill store. In-Kind Gift Forms may be found
online at the Kansas ESA website.
Please keep Barb Griffith and her husband, Les, in your prayers. He is dealing with
some difficult health issues and both can use your support.
We look forward to another great year of association with Goodwill Industries – particularly the clients that work so hard to achieve independence and success in their
lives.

Barking up the Educational Tree,
by Charlotte Grelk, Educational Director

Hopefully by now, each chapter has received their letter from the education committee explaining the goals for the year. I am anxiously awaiting those educational reports in my mail box or email.
I also want to learn of the book that your chapter has donated to a day care center or library so
that we can share this good news with the rest of Kansas. There is no form for this reporting.
Just send me an email with the Chapter name, the name of the book and to whom it was donated. If you have a picture of the donation, that also would be welcome.
Wishing all of Kansas a “Pawsitively” wonderful year.
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
President’s Pet Project, by Pat Upham, Care Connection Chair
This year I have the honor of being your
Care Connection chair. In keeping with
President Angie’s theme “Anything’s
Pawsible” and knowing her love of animals, her challenge to you is to concentrate on helping animal shelters and organizations in our communities. I will not
be asking for any donations at our meetings as Angie wants the focus to be on our
state projects.
I have contacted the animal shelter in my
area and there are all kinds of ways to
help them out that cost little or no money.
Since most shelters have limited operating
expenses they are happy to accept donations of cleaning supplies such as bleach,
paper towels, dish soap, liquid laundry
detergent, peanut butter (smooth only),
bully stick dog chews, heavy duty trash
bags, cat litter, old rags, towels, sheets,
toys, treats, just to name a few.
If you choose to donate cat litter, they ask
that you provide the unscented kind because it makes the cat feel more like
home. Most shelters can also use collars,
and Kongs (a toy you fill with treats,
freeze and let the animal lick it until they
can get to the treat). You can buy those
toys at Orscheln’s or at a pet supply store.
If members of your chapter like to sew,
you might want to try a project making
fleece mats that shelters can use in the
winter months to keep the animals warm.
They would be made to fit the Kuranda
beds that are used in the shelters. You
would have to get with your shelter
10

to see what size they need and if they
have this type of bed.
These are just a few ideas of what you can
do to help out these precious animals.
Gift cards are always accepted. I distributed forms at the state board meeting for
the president’s pet project and it is included in this issue of the News & Views so as
you complete a project or donate to a
shelter, send me the completed form and I
will keep track of what you do.
If your chapters want to continue with
Hope for Heroes projects, here are just a
few ideas you can do. Fly the AMERICAN flag. If you knit or crochet, you can
make lap quilts or scarves and drop them
off at your nearest VA Hospital, American Legion, or VFW. You can also make
a basket of goodies to pass on to a veteran’s family or a basket of food ingredients
to cook a meal. You could also donate
money towards an honor flight or the ESA
Hope for Heroes scholarship. Please be
sure to send me a gift in kind form.
Whatever you decide to do this year, have
fun and let me know what you are doing!!

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack

11

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
Good Publicity– A Basic Guide—by Karen Knorp-Brown, Publicity Chair
Publicity Hints to Increase Awareness of
ESA. Good publicity helps chapters share
information about Epsilon Sigma Alpha,
ultimately getting more people involved
in our organization. Following, you’ll find
five suggested questions to answer when
planning events or activities in your community.
1. What are the key messages? As
organizers we tend to overwhelm
people with information. Issues
are complex and there is so much
we as ESA members care about.
Thus, we need to focus on just a
few simple and clear things that
will stick in people’s minds.
2. Who is your target audience?
We need to think ahead about to
whom we are talking and our goal
in order to accomplish our aim—
new members. Targeting individuals with information or messages
relevant to them will be most effective. Publicity is about getting
people on board or interested in
becoming a part of the group.
Win potential members over. Be
creative, welcoming and fun. You
will want to acknowledge people’s
strengths/abilities and offer them
pathways to contribute as well as
demonstrating manners in which
they will gain individually from
belonging.
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3. What do you want people to do?
All communications should contain a clear call to action, giving
individuals concrete things they
can do; whether that is joining
your chapter, supporting your projects—all or even just one to start
out. Having sources of further information available to share is a
good idea; for example, you can
have written information available
to give them including web addresses of both Kansas and International websites so they can gain
additional information.
4. What’s the best method of contacting the individual?
Don’t
expect people to come to you for
information—go to them. Use
venues, language, and styles that
suit your particular group and
which the audience will be comfortable using.
5. Good luck! Get out there and
publicize ESA. The questions--What do you want to get across?
Who are you talking to? What do
you want people to do? Do they
have the time, skills, and resources
to become involved?

News from the IC Dog House
PAWSITIVELY HELPING EACH OTHER,
by Bonnie Templeton, Disaster Fund Chair
Bonnie & her dog, Marley

Imagine, if you will, that you and your
husband just finished signing some papers
at the bank and are heading back to work.
You decided to stop at Walmart and you
get a call from your husband to go home as
your house is on fire. The alarm company
had called about the smoke alarm going off
and has alerted the Fire Dept. You are in
the middle of your chemo treatments for
breast cancer so you can’t get very close to the fire. Luckily,
someone has been able to move your dogs into the neighbor’s
garage to keep them safe and the kennel is sending someone to
pick them up. Your mother and sister-in-law from Texas are
here to walk the Relay for Life with you tomorrow night and they
race back from Abilene when you call them. Thankfully they are
in a hotel or their belongings would be gone also. Red Cross
comes with boxes of toiletries, hotel reservations for three days,
and a $300 gift card for essentials. Your insurance agent finally
arrives with a check but all the banks are closed. Your whole
world has just changed.
This is what I went through on one of the hottest days in June in
2006. We made the front page of the Manhattan Mercury newspaper and we had six fire departments respond, but more importantly, we had tons and tons of support. My chapter immediately started the paperwork for the Disaster Fund and Kansas
Care and Share and I received assistance from both of them before we received our first insurance check. It was such a relief to
know that help was available.
Just about every day you see something in the news: fires, tornados, flooding, earthquakes, etc. It seems like there is something
happening everywhere. It is nice to know that ESA members can
rely on each other to help them through the hard times. You, as
the membership, don’t always see who is helped through the Disaster Fund and Kansas Care and Share but still you know that it is
there for you if you need it.
Please help keep these funds as a resource by having a special
event for the ESA Disaster Fund—maybe a Pet Pool Party or
Walk Your Dog event or through your Chapter’s planned giving.
No matter what, pawsitively plan to join us in Pratt for a super
weekend of fundraising for the Disaster Fund!

International Council
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Rickie Brown
rickiebrown1948@gmail.com
1st Vice President
Sherry Day
sherryday1@cox.net
2nd Vice President
Sandy Alexander
s.esa@ecentral.com
Recording Secretary
Maria Bingheim
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Corresponding Secretary
Judy Simpson
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Treasurer
Kim Kummer
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Terri Olson
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News from the IC Dog House
IC Awards for the “Many Hands of ESA” in Kansas,
by Bonnie Templeton, Junior Past President

The many hands of Kansas ESA were clapping as I was proud to receive the following
awards on behalf of all of you:
PHILANTHROPIC STATE HOURS
3RD PLACE with 22,243 hours
ESA FOUNDATION RECOGNITION
1ST PLACE WITH $46,612.35
Just think where we would have been if every chapter in the state had submitted their
Philanthropic Report. (hint, hint for next year)
Kansas was also recognized with several individual awards:
30 YEARS OF SERVICE
LINDA SCHMIDT
45 YEARS OF SERVICE
CHARMAINE NICHOLS
50 YEARS OF SERVICE
SUE PECKHAM
55 YEARS OF SERVICE
JOAN BOURN
OUTSTANDING STATE ESA FOR ST JUDE COORDINATOR
SUSAN WINTERS
BJ CLARK OUTSTANDING STATE PRESIDENT AWARD
BONNIE TEMPLETON
Those who traveled to Orlando had a great time! Hopefully, more of you will be able to
travel to Loveland, Colorado, next year and we will show how pawsitively awesome
Kansas is!

Bonnie Templeton,
Outstanding State President
Joan Bourn, 55 years of Service
Suzy Winters, Outstanding
State ESA for St. Jude
Coordinator
Sue Peckham, 50 years of
Service
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News from the IC Dog House
ESA for St. Jude , by Shelah Goyer, ESA for St. Jude, Sr. Coordinator
$475,680.73=the number of dollars Kansas raised last year for St. Jude!
$16,727,662=the number of dollars raised for St. Jude in the 2014-15 ESA Year; a new record!
$208,481,968=the number of all-time monies raised for St. Jude in the 43+ years of our affiliation with the hospital.
Yes! Those numbers are up from last year; it’s hard to believe we come right back and do it
again and again--and the reason. . . .those children dreaming, hoping beyond hope to have a
chance to live out those dreams and plans. . .that’s why we do it.
But we can’t stop there. We must keep building on our successful year and move into 20152016 with new goals and new opportunities to hit that $300 million mark. I know that the children you have personally met, personally witnessed their down times, or just heard about their
scary times, and good times bring visions that make you want to get up and fight with those
children. Danny said, “No child should die in the dawn of life.”
Please, chapters, it is time for you to begin to make your plans for raising our St. Jude dollars
this year. Remember those children who want to get a new backpack, fill it with school goodies and go to school but can’t because they are too sick to attend.
Now it is time to check out some important dates that you will need on your calendar:
We are fundraising for St. Jude! You have so many wonderful opportunities to help ESA and
St. Jude this year. You will find below some reminders of the upcoming fundraising events.
Participating in these events is not mandatory but in the spirit of making a difference I am challenging each and every chapter in Kansas to plan at least one event benefiting St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Remember every event you host is also a membership opportunity,
so be sure to promote ESA at every turn.
First Date September 14 - Remember to eat out at Chili’s on September 14. Chili’s donates
all of its profits to St Jude on that day and it’s a very easy way for ESA to help—plus you
won’t have to cook that day!
Next Date – September 26 - District A sisters would love to see you support the St. Jude
Walk/Run to cure Childhood Cancer. Your Zeta Epsilon Sisters in Overland Park will be
working the St. Jude Walk/Run, so let us know if you would like to help, or please sign-up to
actually get out those walking shoes and walk for the kids. Pull together your sisters or family
and bring a team to Walk or Run for St. Jude.
Then of course September also brings the Dream Home, The Open House in KC is September
12 with the give away in October, so if you would like to volunteer to help, please speak to one
of us.
(Continued on page 16)
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Paws for the St. Jude Kids
(Continued from page 15)

Speaking of Dream Homes, have you heard the Breaking News – a Dream Home for 2016
in Wichita? They already have a builder and a TV Station, but are still working on determining the site. It will start in February and the give away will be in May.
December 5 - How many plan to go to Memphis this year? December 5 is the date, so get
that on your calendar! If you can’t attend, you can certainly help our Team ESA by participating in the Virtual Marathon.


As a chapter, commit to walking or running the equivalent of a marathon (26.2
miles) during October and November, 2015.



Join the ESA Virtual Marathon event on Facebook to communicate with all the other virtual marathoners across the country - share your success, tips, and encouragement!



Once all your donations are collected, make a donation to the Team ESA page.
When you make the donation, be sure to list your chapter name, number, and state that way we will be sure your chapter gets credit! All donations must be in by December 1, 2015.



You can register for the Virtual Marathon on the ESA website’s member center under “make a difference/St. Jude/Virtual Marathon”.

Join us in April at the Kansas State Convention for a “Hats & Horses Extravaganza for
the Kids”. Plans are in the works! Start getting your hats ready for the Win, Place, or
Show in the Hat Parade, and don’t forget some of you just might be putting together the
most colorful jockey outfit, and we must not forget the best looking seersucker suit, hat and
tie. We don’t want to share too
much too early, but you can be assured that this is an Extravaganza
that everyone can participate in,
have a fun filled evening “and the
purse could be yours”.
We are fundraising for St. Jude
and we hope you are too!
Shelah Goyer, ESA for St. Jude Sr.
Diney Uhlig, ESA for St. Jude Jr.
Committee: Charlotte Combs &
Vicki Morey
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News from the IC Dog House
IC Convention Synopsis—Orlando,
by Sherry Brown, 1st time convention attendee and Gamma Omicron member

I experienced a great week in Orlando with my Kansas ESA sisters. Here is my “synopsis”
for the “Southern Breeze & Melodies” 68th Annual International Convention of Epsilon
Sigma Alpha held July 11-19, 2015, where Vickie Farris from Idaho presided as IC President.
S - Supporting Service Organizations
Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance - met Gavin Lambert and his family
Easter Seals - members donated craft supplies and toured Camp Challenge
Arnold Palmer Trauma Center - members donated over 1,000 children’s books
Vets Helping Heros - assistance dog training
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital - meeting the patients and playing hockey
Y - Years of Service Recognized
30 years - Linda Schmidt, 45 years - Charmaine Nichols
50 years - Sue Peckham, 55 years - Joan Bourn
N - Necessities and Networking
General Assemblies - by-law changes and reports, meeting candidates
Workshops - very fun and engaging thanks to Kim Kummer
Yoga - Find your stress point and “let it go”
Membership - “Be the One”
Better Business Bureau - Do your research first, they can help
FEMA - Hope is not a method - Be Prepared
O - Outstanding Achievements
Bonnie Templeton - BJ Clark Outstanding State President Award
Suzy Winters - Outstanding State ESA for St. Jude Coordinator Award
Kansas - 3rd place Philanthropic State Hours - 22,243 hours
Kansas - 1st place ESA Foundation State & Community Projects - $46,612.35
P - Personalities
Keynote Speaker - David Hulings - The Four Voices of Envisioning
1.) Seeker 2.) Lover 3.) Destroyer and 4.) Creator
It takes all kinds to have a strong organization!
S - State Caucus - Discussing candidates and casting ballots

I - Installation & Inspiration
Rickie Brown - IC President - “Hope Abounds in ESA”
Kim Kummer - IC Treasurer
Maureen Wells - IC Educational Director
S - Social Gatherings
Welcome Party - new dance moves, sexy leg competition - Kansas Men Rock!
States Night Out - Fun, Food, Fellowship
Trivia Night - learned so much that I didn’t think I needed to know
IC St. Jude Challenge - Broomstick Bash - Harry Potter has nothing on us!
Since my words must be few, I would simply encourage everyone to attend the IC Convention
next summer when it will be close to home in Loveland, Colorado.
Remember “Anything’s Pawsible” in ESA.
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IC Kimmies and Bits, by Kim Kummer, IC Treasurer and KSC Liaison
It was wonderful to be at the KSC
meeting in August. Last year you
were in my backyard and I was in
Orlando at the convention planning meeting. Speaking of convention, what a fabulous group
we had in Orlando.
Angie represented Kansas with
dignity and grace and her beautiful smile. She is one of two,
State President’s this year, that
are following in their Mama’s
footsteps as ESA State President. During the opening ceremony she waved the KS
Flag with much pride.
Congratulations are in order to Suzy, which you already heard, first she was recognized as the outstanding St. Jude coordinator for her fabulous Grease party at our State
convention. The IC Executive board is very sad that her time on our board is over – as
you all know Suzy is a wonderful “idea” person and we will miss her contributions to
the board but it was announced that she will be joining the ESA Membership Corp
board. I know that she will do a splendid job and continue to see that ESA grows as
we should.
Congratulations to Bonnie as she received the BJ Clark Award given to the state president who has shown outstanding contributions throughout the year.
Well ladies, I am the IC Treasurer this year and let me just say – my mailbox has been
full but there are still a lot of envelopes to come my way this year. Please remind your
chapter or district treasurer to send your IC chapter dues to me as soon as possible. If
everyone sends their dues then I don’t have to send reminders. If you have questions
please contact me. I am humbled yet excited to serve ESA in this capacity and to do
what I can to see our organization grow.
There are always exciting things happening in ESA! The ESA website is now mobile
friendly. There is tons of great information on the website. If you have any questions
let me know and I will be happy to give you a tutorial.
St. Jude Walk/Run to End Childhood Cancer (formerly the Give Thanks Walk) has
moved to September 26. ESA is a gold level sponsor which means we have pledged to
(Continued on page 19)
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More Bites of Info from IC
(Continued from page 18)

raise $100,000 in ESA’s name. We want to maintain this level of
sponsorship so please donate or join an ESA team. If you aren’t joining a team and want to donate you can always donate to me. I will be walking in Sacramento
during the IC Exec board retreat.
IC President Rickie’s focus is MEMBERSHIP. So please put this in the forefront of all your
plans this year. As you know she is a Chico’s fashion diva so in her honor create a style
event. Plan a “Service is in Style” show and invite the community to participate or watch and
then ask them to join ESA. October is recruitment month, plan that Choctober Party. Have a
football watch party or plan a Wine & Paint party. Just do something! When planning your
events plan for Intergenerational ESA fun. ESA is for everyone. In the August HQ packet,
there are great resources about event planning for all ages.
I will head to Omaha in October for MARC and am looking forward to seeing many of you
there. The end of October I will be Rockin’ in the Rock at SERC if anyone wants to travel
with me to Little Rock.
In closing I want to challenge each of you to try for a new member. The year Suzy was 1st VP
& I was junior membership chair at Leadership one of the activities involved writing down
our goals. I had a foam green heart and I wrote down five new pledges. It was a lot but I
thought – well as Membership Chair I have to lead by example. I kept that heart on the
fridge, on the desk, on the cabinet and just kept moving it around. It was a visible reminder.
AND I reached that goal, plus one- with six pledges that year. I challenge each of you to
write down three names and work on gaining one. If you get three--AWESOMESAUCE (just
added to the online Webster dictionary) but let’s see ESA grow in Kansas
The week our high school had scrimmages the local radio station interviewed the coaches all
week promoting their sporting events. The volleyball coach shared that her girls did not set
goals this year (because everyone sets
goals) but rather they have expectations
they plan to meet. I like the idea of having
an expectation and reaching it. Let’s have
the expectation that we increase our membership in Kansas this year.

The Kansas Delegation in Orlando
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ESA Foundation Tracks,
by Brenda Schaffer, ESA Foundation Sr. Director

We hope everyone had an awesome summer. Thanks to all of you that came to Garden City
and supported the ESA Foundation/Easter Seals weekend. Great fun was had by all and a total
of $940.00 was raised including the raffle for the ESA Foundation.
If you are not a member of the foundation please consider joining. The new member dues are
$25.00 and then your annual dues are $15.00 each year thereafter. Maybe you should consider
becoming a LIFE active member for only $500.00. The link to the contribution form is:
http://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/about/ESA-Foundation/contribute.
The ESA Foundation has lots of scholarships available for the 2016-2017 year and you do not
have to be an ESA member to apply for a scholarship. Applying for a scholarship is simple
and easy and all online. Encourage individuals that you know now to go online to: http://
www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/scholarships-and-grants/scholarships. Applicants can simply sign
up here and will be sent a reminder in October when the application process opens.
The ESA Foundation also has an ESA Foundation Life Grant for the purpose of assisting persons who seek further study/training, workshops, seminars, intern training, etc. The program is
for the development of skills and job advancement. The grant is to be used for registration,
study materials or special equipment needed to complete the program. The Life Grant funds
are limited to $1500 and the form can be downloaded by accessing the following url:
http://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/scholarships-and-grants/grants/life-grant.
The ESA foundation is dedicated to the promotion of continuing education and to altruistic
activities that make a positive
difference in the world community and we encourage all individuals to apply.
Thanks for all that each of you
do in paying it forward!
Brenda, Rachel,
Crystal & Anna

Poker Run winners Patsy Jenks, Rachel Livermore and Sue Friedel
with KSC President, Angie Fairbanks.
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News from the IC Dog House
2016 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
“REACHING NEW HEIGHTS IN ESA”
July 10 – 17, 2016
Embassy Suites Loveland - Hotel, Spa and
Conference Center
Loveland, Colorado
Mark your calendar now! The Rocky Mountain Regional Council invites you to attend the 2016 IC Convention.
Join the states of Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming as well as President Rickie Brown and the International Council at the Embassy Suites in Loveland, Colorado where we
will be “Reaching New Heights in ESA”.
The Embassy Suites Loveland, Hotel, Spa and Conference Center is a beautiful, awardwinning facility. Amenities include free parking, free breakfast, and manager’s reception with
complimentary drinks.
Member full registration is $250. Room Rates are $144.00 single/double, $154.00 triple,
$169.00 quad plus tax. (Current tax rate is 9.55%.)
Be watching the ESA News and your state newsletter for more information throughout the
year.
It is not too early to start making plans to attend the 2016 IC Convention where you can meet
new friends, renew old friendships and create lasting ESA memories.
See you there,
Members of the Rocky Mountain
Just a few of the many fun things that happen
Regional Council
at IC Convention: (L) Angie representing
Kansas in the flag ceremony, (R ) Maureen in
her synchronized swimming costume for the
candidate’s skit, and (below) even our Kansas
guys get caught up in the fun at the mixer!
YOU don’t want to miss out—register today!
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Barks from MARC
MARC Conference – Omaha, NE – Marriott
TENTATIVE AGENDA AT A GLANCE
Thursday, October 8
3:00-8:00 pm
Registration Desk Open
6:00 pm
Executive & Appointed Board Dinner
Friday, October 9
7:00-8:00 am
7:00-8:00 am
7:00-8:00 am
8:15-11:30 am
11:00-11:45 am
12:00 pm
1:30-4:00 pm
4:15-5:00 pm
5:00-7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10:00 pm

Hotel Atrium
TBD

Marketplace Set-up
Valnod & Orah
Come & Go Breakfast or Breakfast on your own
Registration Desk Open
Hotel Atrium
Leadership Conference
Salons A-B-C
Marketplace & Accessory Open
Valnod,Orah, Nuez
“Important Landmarks” Luncheon
Juni A & B
Leadership Conference Resumes
Salons A-B-C
Marketplace & Accessory Open
Valnod, Orah, Nuez
(On Own for Dinner)
“Fun & Friendliness” Mixer
Juni A & B
Flag Ceremony Rehearsal
Salon A-B-C

Saturday, October 10
7:00-8:00 am
Come & Go Breakfast or Breakfast on your own
7:00-8:00 am
Registration Desk Open
Hotel Atrium
7:15-8:15 am
Marketplace & Accessory Open
Valnod, Orah, Nuez
8:00-8:15 am
Credentials/Distribution of Ballot
Hotel Atrium
8:30 am
Assembly Doors Open
Salon A-B-C
9:00 am
First General Assembly
Salon A-B-C
12:30-1:30 pm
“Nature’s Magical Gift” Luncheon
Juni A & B
1:45-2:30 pm
Marketplace & Accessory Open
Valnod, Orah, Nuez
2:30 pm
Marketplace Pack-up & Close
Valnod, Orah, Nuez
3:30 pm
Ways & Means/Silent Auction Winners
Valnod, Orah, Nuez
3:30 pm
Pick up Auction Items Won
Nuez
3:30 pm
MARCettes Meeting
Orah
5:45-6:15 pm
Banquet Doors Open
Juni A & B
6:30 pm
Installation of Officers
Juni A & B
7:00 pm
“Taste The Pleasures of the Good Life”
Banquet & Entertainment
Juni A & B
10:00 pm
Reception for 2015-16 Officers
Juni A & B
Sunday, October 11
7:30-8:00 am
8:15-8:45 am
9:00-9:45 am
10:00-11:45 am

2015-2016 Board Meeting
Celebration of Life
“Heartland Journeys” Brunch
Second General Assembly

Hospitality Room open when Assemblies are not in session

Salon A-B-C
Juni A & B
Juni A & B
Salon A-B-C
Nogal
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Barks from MARC
Upcoming MARC Conference,
by Linda Schmidt, MARC Representative

The Conference, “Some Country Pleasures” will be held on October 9 –
11 at the Marriott Regency in Omaha, NE, hosted by the Nebraska ESA
Membership. Friday holds Leadership Seminars on Trusting, Breast Cancer & Nurse Navigator, You Are What You Are Because…, and Soup of
the Day. On Saturday evening the entertainment with be the Dancing
Grannies and there is a speaker on Have Wit – Will Travel. Throughout
the event there will be a Marketplace with some fun and creative things
you may purchase from individuals and states. Why not start your Christmas shopping there?
There will be a representative from Project Harmony speaking at our noon
luncheon. Project Harmony is a child protection center whose mission is
“to protect and support children, collaborate with professionals and engage the community to end child abuse and neglect.” It exists to provide
effective, immediate and sensitive support to child abuse victims and their
non-offending family members. Medical evaluations, forensic interviews
and advocacy services are provided to ensure that each child and family
gets the most from those responding to child abuse. There is a Wish List
of items needed by Project Harmony for the children and families, as well
as for the Center itself. The only stipulation is that they do not accept any
food with peanuts or treenuts.
Kansas is donating a pet basket in President Angie’s honor for the Ways
and Means Auction. An e-blast was sent out a few weeks ago and I did
receive some items for the Paws-itively Adorable basket. Thank you for
those donations.
There will be a new event, the Accessory Extravaganza, with proceeds
benefiting MARC Ways & Means. This features necklaces, earrings,
purses, bracelets, scarves, etc. – new or gently used, with a minimum value of $15.00. Please donate what you would want to wear yourself. I’m
sure you can find the perfect gift for yourself or others at this event.
MARC supports scholarships through a FUN Fundraising event. Everyone is asked to donate as many bottles of your favorite alcoholic beverage
as you wish – wine, whisky, beer, liqueur, etc. The way you play this
event is that you buy one bottle for $10 or three for $20. You will win the
bottle that matches your cork number. Last year was a success, and they
hope this year will be even better. They are asking that each MARC
member in attendance please bring one or more bottles to the Conference.
Incoming MARC President, Kim Mandrel of Missouri is presently looking
for MARC members to fill her board. She has some slots filled, but welcomes anyone with interest to contact her immediately. One thing she
mentioned to me is that only one representative from each state can be on
a committee. For example I am serving as Foundation Representative so
no other KS member may serve on that committee.

MARC Officers
President
Pat Ludwig
happysass@comcast.net
Vice President
Kim Mandrell
kimzgreys@charter.net
Secretary
Angie Butenschoen
abutenschoen@gmail.com
Treasurer
Lynn Howley
lehowley92@gmail.com
Parliamentarian
Celeste Webb
celeste.webb@consolidated.com

Communicator
Britany Hill
snowball060708@yahoo.com
Junior Past President
LeAnn Wray
lwray2@comcast.net
Chaplain
Jan Jones
bobjon@brookings.net
www.esamarc.org

ESAMC Board
President
Rosalie Griffith
Secretary
Pat Griffin
Members
Bobbie Massey
Judi King
Coleen Cape
Angie Butenshoen
Pat Josey
Vickie Farris, IC Rep
Rosalee Echele, ESAF Rep
Charlotte Carloni, Executive Director
BJ Clark, International Director
www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org
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Kansas District Chairs

District Kennel News

District A
Joy Thornbrugh
jpierson6174@gmail.com
District B Liaison
Terry Hogan
tlhogan43@cableone.net
District C
Becky Bumgarner
beckysrose@cox.net
District D
Terri Clark
terrisclark24@gmail.com
District E
Jeri Mitchell
jerimitchell@cox.net
District F
Marla Olson
molson@unitedwireless.com
District G
Rachel Livermore
rlivermore08@gmail.com

The Theta Pi chapter in Jetmore (District F) celebrated their
40 year anniversary on Sunday, August 30, 2015. Pictured
from left to right are: Marla Olson, Paulette Knobbe, Audine
Charles, Dotty Moore, Jenny Lu Hey, Sally
Kreger, Carrie Nuss, Vonda Borger and Jenny
Schraeder. Four charter members (Paulette,
Dis
tric
Audine, Jennu Lu and Jenny) were pinned by
t
F
KSC President Angie Fairbanks.
CONGRATULATIONS!

District H Liaison
Lisa Baum
gbbaum@cox.net
District I Liaison
Cleo Plaggerman
lplaggerman@gmail.com
District J
Shirley Campbell

This item was left at
State Convention. If you
know who it belongs to,
contact Joy Thornbrugh
jpierson6174@gmail.com
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Drake’s Pet Talk
Nothin’ But a Hound Dog
Word Search
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Chapter Dog Tales
Beta Rho. Independence PUPPIES are ready to begin their 2015-16
year of work and fun. May was our last meeting for the summer
with installation of officers with all accepting their same positions
as last year. TOP DOG is Linda Henning. Her LITTER is Judy
Holroyd - VICE TOP DOG; Sandy Knop – Recording Secretary;
(driving from Grand Lake); Judi Harris - Corresponding Secretary;
and Kirsten Webster - Treasurer.

Beta

Rho

Sandy Nelson, PUPPY Awards Chairman presented the Zeus
Award to Henry Williams who is Director/Coach of at-risk 8 year olds and up,
plus others at his no-cost Upper Cut Boxing & Tutoring Club. The Diana Award was presented to Lisa Wilson, Director of Independence Chamber of Commerce for many hours
of volunteering on many other projects.
COME, SIT, and STAY will begin with our August organizational meeting. This Beta Rho
PACK contributes to 25 local organizations, plus St. Jude's Children Research Hospital
and Shriner's Hospital for Children. Our AWOL, Animals With Out Love, will even get
more paws-able supplies and donations than usual.
This summer Beta Rho spent many hours volunteering for the "Veterans Freedom Square"
that will be a memorial at Riverside Park in Independence, honoring and remembering the
brave. Fall work sessions will begin to make our annual Christmas Home Tour another
success. PUPPIES and DOGS will be scratching & shaking paws for the December 6
event.
Our educational theme will be “Growing Paws” to go along with Beta Rho's TOP DOG
theme “My Paws to Your Paws” to go with the state theme "ESA...Anything's Pawsible".
Our PACK is looking forward to the coming year. We have two new PUPPIES for our
PACK to replace the two adopted out.
Judi Harris

Gam
m
Lam a
bda

Ten members of Gamma Lambda chapter of Epsilon Sigma Alpha International went on a road trip July 27 to St. Mary's for shopping and
lunch at Froggy's. On the road back to Manhattan we all stopped at
Belvue and bought homemade pies and bierocks. The last stop was in
Wamego for ice cream at the Kreem Kup. All were so glad Monday
was not as hot as it has been.

Our next social will be August 27 at the Dairy Queen-West for ice cream at 7:00 pm. The
first business meeting will be September 10 at Stoneybrook Retirement home at 7:00 pm.
Evelyn Penland, Publicity Chair
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Chapter Dog Tales
Eta Phi met at Moxi Junction in Maize on June 13 to plan the 2015-2016
year.
MOXI Junction is a coffeehouse, bakery and art gallery that employs and
trains special needs adults and teens. “MOXI stands for Moms of Exceptional Individuals and serves as a workplace for mothers and their children
who would otherwise be unemployed.” MOXI Junction is a supporter of
Heartspring.

Eta

Phi

We had a wonderful time trying new coffee blends and sweets, as well as getting the planning done. Eta Phi is looking forward to a great ESA Year!
See you all soon.
Crystal Collinsworth
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First Time Council Members

Good Food ~
Good Friends ~
Good Times!
Easter Seals Pet Parade

Top Dog!!

Deadlines

Articles for the News & Views

August 15

+

Articles must be emailed as an attachment to
nveditor@esaks.org.

+

All articles MUST be created and sent in Microsoft
Word format. Use Times New Roman 10 point font.

+

CONVENTION AWARD REPORTS must be submitted electronically—we will NOT retype these!!

+

We reserve the right to edit items for copy space as
well as grammar and punctuation. Articles that are
received after the deadline are NOT guaranteed publication. They will be held over until the next issue.

November 15
February 15
May 15
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Angie Fairbanks, 2015-16 KSC President & Drake
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News & Views
Kansas State Council
Anything’s Pawsible
by Angie Fairbanks, President
Greetings from the DOG HOUSE! It’s hard to believe that my
third board meeting of the Kansas State Council of ESA is already in the history books. If you didn’t make the trek to Pratt,
you really missed out on a FUNtastic time. We started the
weekend off on the right paw when Rita Baker introduced our
workshop speaker, Amanda Meinhardt from the Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center in Wichita, KS. Amanda educated us on
how the riding center is changing lives, one ride at a time. She
taught us that the benefits of therapeutic riding are physical, psychological, social and educational. She made such a positive
impact on our members that we passed the hat and ended up donating over $500 to FHTRC before she even headed for home.
Then on Sunday, we voted to donate another $5,000 from the
Special Projects Fund to help sponsor one of their horses for the
next year. I cannot tell you how proud I am to be representing
all of you when things like this happen.
KANSAS ESA ROCKS!!
(Continued on page 2)

Heartspring Yips by Ruth Archambeau, Second

Vice President & Philanthropic Chair
Ruth with her dog, Annie

The Day of Love was held at
Heartspring February 13, 2016. We had
a great number of ESA Sisters in attendance to show support for the students.
There were games, prizes, coloring
books, sand to play with, cookies, face
painting, and gift bags. The students
had a fun time as they went around and
won prizes at the different stations.
The next big event “Heartspring Pet Shop,” will be the Prom on
May 7, 2016. The time will be from 6:00 p m. - 8:00 p.m. We
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
More President’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

Saturday afternoon we put our sleuthing skills
to work to solve some mysteries for the Disaster Fund. Saturday night we enjoyed a
rousing game of Bunko to benefit the Kansas
Care & Share Fund. A big “WOOF” goes out
to Bonnie and Denise for organizing those
events. It really was a terrific weekend, and
the weather was great, too.
As I look ahead to the coming months, I want
to take the time to cordially invite each and
every one of you to attend the 71st Annual
ESA Kansas State Convention. You won’t
want to miss out on all of the activities that
are being planned so that you will have a
great time. Please join me in Topeka on April
28 – May 1, 2016 and remember that ESA is
“Always By Your Side” no matter where you
live. However, we’d really like to see you in
person, instead.
Our IC Representative and our MARC Representative both hail from the state of Minnesota. Terri Olson is currently the IC Workshop
Coordinator and Julene Donnay is the current
MARC Ways & Means Chair. They will both

be on hand for the weekend to help us celebrate our year’s successes. We will also have
some repeat guests – Kamry Hymer will be
on board as our official photographer, and
Chappie will be our entertainment at the Banquet Saturday night. So, don’t forget to pack
your dancing shoes. I know that Rita Baker
has some PAWsome workshops lined up for
us and our keynote presentation will be from
the Kansas Specialty Dog Service. So we
may have some PUPPIES, too!
Speaking of puppies, have you found that new
puppy for your chapter yet? I would love to
see all of our new pledges at convention this
year! The jewel pin ceremony on Sunday
morning is specifically for them and I would
love to meet each and every one of them. I’m
a firm believer that if you train them early,
they’ll be hooked for life. I know I was.
How is that President’s Pet Project coming
along? I hope to hear all about it and everything else you’ve been doing this year when I
see you in Topeka at Convention!
ESA… Anything’s Pawsible

“...have you found that new puppy for your chapter yet?”
More Heartspring Yips (Continued from page 1)
will begin decorating at 3:00 p.m., go out to eat at approximately 4:00 p.m., and then back for
the festivities. This is Parent's Weekend, so let's have a good representation from our Kansas
ESA Sisters. Cookies will once again be needed, remember NO NUTS!
The goal for this year is to raise money to pay for a software system update for the gait mat
system at a cost of $3,000. In addition, we want to raise $1,300 to assist in sponsoring Parent's
Weekend. There is still a ways to go before we reach this goal, so please remember
Heartspring as you give donations from your chapters this year.
Also, just a reminder to all chapters and district chairs to get your Philanthropic reports to me
by April 1, 2016. I know you want to be recognized for all your hard work.
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
2016 ESA Annual Leadership Conference
Denver CO, February 4-6, 2016
Each year ESA's Annual Leadership Training Conference works to provide ESA
leaders with vision and ideas for the year ahead. This year we received new program
ideas and an introduction to new resources that will enable to help us serve you better. These ideas were geared to increase enthusiasm, participation and recruitment
among members in the year ahead.
To begin the weekend, Angie Butenschoen, MARC Vice-President 2015-2016 hosted a dinner for those attending from the MARC states on Thursday evening. At the
mixer on Thursday evening we worked with Sherry Day, Incoming IC President, to
create some of the program ideas that will be launched at IC Convention in Loveland, CO in July, 2016. Sherry is continuing the theme of membership this coming
year. As we prepared to “Dream Big” throughout the conference, participants were
asked to wear their favorite pajamas for a pajama party.
Our first homework assignment was to think about our “Big Dreams” for the coming
year in our state. We were to list our dreams and be prepared to share them during
the evening. Seated at round tables, we discussed with others our dreams for the
Future of ESA.
Friday morning was focused on “Back to the Future” and exploring how generational differences shape our lives today. First on the agenda was Back to the Future:
What's Your Gift, then on to ESA for St. Jude, ESA Foundation, Hope for Heroes
and Tax info, 501c3 v 501c4. Next was Back to the Future: Generational Studies.
After lunch there were was an ALSAC update and what's new at the hospital. Later
in the afternoon the 2016-2017 Incoming Presidents met for a special event on Friday evening. The entertainment for the evening was Stacy Pederson; she is an actor,
comedienne, and speaker. She kept us laughing by sharing the difficulties in her life
that have made her a stronger person.
The Saturday morning session began with how to make meetings fun, followed by an
IC Board presentation, a mini boot camp, a discussion about our second homework
assignment which was “What Is Your Big Dream For Membership Growth In Your
State?” and a presentation on mentoring.
The afternoon focused on membership. There were a lot of ideas on “How Do We
Get New Members.” Attendees were then asked to complete the following quote:
“My gift is _______”, which we wrote on big pieces of poster paper and then placed
around the meeting room.
Then it was time for graduation and a preview of dinner. Rickie Brown, IC President and Sherry Day, First
Vice
President/President
Elect presented certificates to
all conference attendees.

Ruth, Jill, & Kim—Kansas Leadership
attendees.

After a delicious dinner Saturday evening, we were given
picture frames and were given the opportunity to decorate
them so we can bring to IC to
put pictures in. This was a
fun activity and an end to a
very fast-paced and rewarding conference.
Submitted by: Ruth Archambeau

Kansas State Officers
President
Angie Fairbanks
angiekf@gmail.com
1st Vice President,
Jill Richards
jmatt@kanoklanetworks.com
2nd Vice President
Ruth Archambeau
rayandrutha@cox.net
Corresponding Secretary
Debbie Smith
debbies@usd383.org
Recording Secretary
Cyndie Ewy
cewy2010@gmail.com
Treasurer
Cheryl Pucket
puckeche@usd437.net
Workshop Coordinator.
Rita Baker
rita.baker513@gmail.com
Chaplain
Karen Osborne
karenoz2@yahoo.com
Membership
Peggy Harrison
peghar@gmail.com
Parliamentarian
Donna Dawson
jmd@ksu.edu
Junior Past President,
Bonnie Templeton
bonniet56@gmail.com
www.esaks.org
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Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
News from the NEXT Big Dog
by Jill Richards, First Vice President

Nominated Positions
Jill Richards - Entering her 15th year as a member of ESA, Jill will
be serving as President of the ESA Kansas State Council. Jill has attended eight state conventions, one IC Convention, and two MARC Conventions. Jill has
served as President, Vice President, Educational Director, Secretary, Historian, and Jonquil in
Delta Chi. She has also served as the Adopt-A-Child representative and on the rush and social
committees. In District C she served as the Publicity Chair. On the Kansas State Council her
positions have been on the Circle of Life and nominating committees, and has served on the
Executive Board as Chaplain, Workshop Coordinator, Recording Secretary, as well as 1st and
2nd Vice President. While serving, Jill has earned her 4th Degree Pallas Athene.
Jill just celebrated 19 years of employment at KanOkla Networks, working as the HR Specialist the past nine years. She is a member the South Haven Christian Church and is the fourth
generation in her family to attend there. She is also a member of the South Haven Township
Library Board serving as secretary. Jill and Tom are fast approaching two years of marriage.
Jill has two daughters, CharLynn Kalblinger and Chandrea Alexander. She is also blessed with
two great son-in-laws--Laurence Kalblinger and Joey Alexander and five of the best nana kids.
Tom brought his two kids into the picture, a son, TJ and a daughter Heather, her husband Matt
along with their two little guys Travis and Blake.
Ruth Archambeau - An 11 year member of ESA, Ruth is a candidate for 1st Vice President
on the ESA Kansas State Council. She has attended seven state conventions and two IC conventions, and one MARC Convention. Ruth has served as President, Vice President, Treasurer,
Recording and Corresponding Secretary, Educational Director and Ways and Means Chair in
Alpha Delta. As a member of District C, Ruth has served as Chair, Vice Chair, and Recording
and Corresponding Secretary. On the Kansas State Executive Board Ruth has served as Auditor, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and 2nd Vice President. While serving, Ruth has earned
her 4th Degree Pallas Athene.
Ruth is now enjoying her retirement from Southwestern College in Winfield. She worked
there for 27years. Ruth and her husband, Ray, are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary
this year. They have three children, seven grandchildren, five step grandchildren and three
great grandchildren. Ray and Ruth are active in the American Legion and also help during the
holidays with the Winfield Isle of Lights.
(Continued on page 5)
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Jill with her puppy, Doc

2016 - 2017 Candidates for the
ESA Kansas State Council Executive Board
What a difference these ladies will make......

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack

Kansas ESA 2016-2017 Candidates and Appointed Officers
(L to R) Angie Fairbanks, Counselor/Disaster Fund Chair; Pam McElvain, Parliamentarian; Diane Goold,
Chaplain; Mary Ann Johnson, Workshop Coordinator; Nancy Urbauer, Candidate for Treasurer; Jill Richards,
President; Terri Clark, Candidate for Treasurer; Marsha Barnes, Corresponding Secretary; Karen Murray,
Administrative Assistant; Cheryl Pucket, Recording Secretary; Cyndie Ewy, Second Vice President; and Ruth
Archambeau, First Vice President.

(Continued from page 4)

Cyndie Ewy - A 17 year member of ESA, Cyndie is a candidate for the office of 2nd Vice
President on the ESA Kansas State Council. Cyndie has earned her 4th Degree Pallas Athene.
She has held most offices and committee positions in her chapter, Chi Epsilon, along with
serving as District D Chair twice. She has served as Workshop Coordinator, Treasurer and
Recording Secretary on the Kansas State Council along with the Easter Seals, Goodwill, Circle of Life, Ways and Means and Leadership committees.
Cyndie loves her job as a hairstylist and has taken time to cut hair for the homeless. She was
also co-owner of a restaurant and a printing business. Cyndie volunteers for the Alzheimer's
Association and will be serving at the Blarney Breakfast for the 17th year.
Cheryl Pucket - A member of Epsilon Eta since 1980, Cheryl is a candidate for the position
of Recording Secretary on the ESA Kansas State Council. Cheryl has attended 28 state conventions and six IC conventions. She has earned her 4th Degree Pallas Athene while serving
most positions in her chapter, in District A and as Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, and
Parliamentarian on the ESA Kansas State Council. Cheryl has also served in the following
positions: Awards, Convention, Easter Seals, Educational Director, St Jude Chair, Membership Chair, Outstanding Chapter and Scrapbook Co- Chair.
Cheryl is recently retired after 34 years in education and now has time to enjoy her son,
daughter, grandson, and step granddaughter.
Terri Clark - A member of ESA for 11 years, Terri is running for the position of Treasurer
on the ESA Kansas State Council. Previous positions on the board have been Workshop Coordinator, Goodwill Chair, Ways and Means Chair, and Membership Committee along with
many others. In District D Terri has served as Chair, Secretary and Vice Chair. In her chapter
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

she has held all offices, plus Philanthropic Chair, Ways and Means Chair and Awards Chair.
Terri also served as an Administrative Assistant for IC President Susan Winters
Terri is a retired RN and now enjoys time with husband, Larry, their two sons, and their families. Terri is also actively involved in Rainbows, Goodwill, Alzheimer's Association, and
Breast Cancer Awareness.
Nancy Urbauer - A member of Beta Epsilon, Nancy has earned her 5th Degree Pallas Athene
and will also be running for the office of Treasurer on the ESA Kansas State Council. Nancy
has chaired the ESA Foundation, Kansas Care and Share, Publicity, Outstanding Chapter, and
Easter Seals committees for the State Council. She has helped with the News & Views and
served on various other committees as a member. In her chapter and district Nancy has held
most all of the various positions. Nancy has attended 29 state conventions and 11 IC Conventions. She has volunteered at the Kansas City, Missouri, Dream Home and has received her 30
year service award pin.
Nancy is an office manager and has been awarded the employee of the month. She is the
mother of five children and grandmother to 14. She is a member of the United Methodist
Church and has served as their Council President and volunteered at the annual community
haunted hayrack ride.
After elections are held, one of the two candidates running for treasurer will serve as the Membership Director on the ESA Kansas State Council Executive Board.
Appointed Positions
Mary Ann Johnson - A member of Alpha Zeta, Mary Ann is willing to serve as the Workshop
Coordinator. She has earned her 4th Degree Pallas Athene while serving as Chapter Vice President, Secretary, and in her District as Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, and Chaplain.
Mary Ann has worked for Michael Richard, DDS, as his office coordinator for 21 years. She
and Bud have been married for 47 years and raised two children, Scott and Janene. They are
blessed with son in law, Mike Radke, and two granddaughters Jaclyn and Natalie.
Diane Goold - A member of Zeta Epsilon, Diane has agreed to serve as Chaplain. Diane has
earned her 1st Degree Pallas Athene after serving as Easter Seals Chair and on the Social and
Jonquil committees on the Kansas State Council. In her chapter she has served as secretary.
Diane was honored to have received an award for her “What ESA Means To Me” essay both at
the state and IC level.
Diane has written two books. She is active in the Optimist Club and also at her church, the
Community of Christ, serving as elder and pianist.
(Continued on page 7)
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Marsha Barnes - A member of Delta Chi for 40 years and holding her 5th Degree Pallas Athene, Marsha is willing to serve as the Corresponding Secretary. She has attended 32 state conventions and 14 IC conventions, along with MARC. Marsha has served on the Association of
the Arts, Resolutions, Nominating, News and Views, Circle of Life Committees, along with
several others. Marsha has held the positions of Chaplain, Parliamentarian, Corresponding
Secretary, Auditor, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, 2nd VP, 1st VP, President, President and
Counselor/Disaster Fund Chair on the Kansas State Council.
She has worked at KanOkla Networks for 19 years and currently serves as the Store Administrator at the Tech Store. She is also a member of the Caldwell Chamber of Commerce. Marsha
and Elbert were blessed with 37 years of marriage together, raising two children, Dana Neal
and David Barnes. Her two granddaughters, Abigail and Megan Neal, bring her lots of joy.
Pam McElvain - Pam has agreed to step in as Parliamentarian. A member for 28 years and
having served all chapter and district and many state board positions, including President of the
Kansas State Council. Pam will bless us with a wealth of knowledge.
She and husband Kenny reside in Liberal and own a hotel there.
Angie Fairbanks – Serving her last year on the ESA Kansas State Council Executive Board as
Counselor/Disaster Fund Chair is Angie. She has served as Membership Director, Auditor,
Treasurer, 1st and 2nd VP and President on the state level along with all offices in her chapter
and district. She was chosen as outstanding sister in District J in 2007.
Angie has worked for the State of Kansas for 21 years in the Accountant II Position for the Air
National Guard. She is involved in the Topeka Rescue Mission and Helping Hands Humane
Society. Angie and husband Mark are proud fur parents to Drake, a beautiful lab.
Karen Murray - A member of Delta Chi, Karen has accepted the position of Administrative
Assistant. Karen has served as Vice President, Parliamentarian, and on several committees
while being in Delta Chi. She will soon be installed as Co-Chair of District C and has served
on several committees on the state level.
Karen lives in Wellington and works at Barbara Jon's, a girly
shop in town owned by her sister, Barbara Shaffer. She is a
member of the Lions Club and the Wellington Chamber of
Commerce. Karen is very active in her church. She is a mother of two and a grandmother.
Helping one person might not change the whole world, but it
could change the world for just one person. I look forward to
working with each of these ladies.
Together we hope to make a difference through ESA in
Kansas and beyond.
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Paws for the Record by Cyndie Ewy, Recording Secretary
cats
her cats
with her
Cyndie with
Cyndie

One word for our Winter State Council Weekend in Pratt,
hosted by District E, would be SUCCESSFUL!
We had a wonderful time in Pratt, as always. Friday evening
was relaxing with friends, eating out and “catching up”.
Saturday began with informative meetings followed by a fabulous workshop set up by Rita Baker. She introduced us to
Amanda, from the Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center of
Wichita. Amanda provided a heartwarming workshop about helping children with these magnificent horses. It was an outstanding workshop. A basket was passed for donations and what
a surprising heartfelt amount we collected for the children benefiting from the therapeutic riding. After a catered luncheon, we enjoyed Bonnie Templeton’s Mystery Adventure of
“Digging up Bones”. This made $952.50 for the Disaster Fund and a nice win for Rachel Livermore, who guessed correctly on all of our paw prints! The St. Jude book fair was available
for us to purchase books, too. There was a bit of free time to shop in all of our favorite places
prior to our catered dinner back at the Senior Citizens Center. Following a nice dinner, we
were playing Bunko with Denise Masterson and Company (it took a village) – a rowdy good
time was had by all!! Another $952.50 goes to Kansas Care and Share for this fun event.
Sunday we got down to business! There were 84 members registered for the weekend. We
would WELCOME many more! Excitement about the St. Jude Dream Home in Derby is underway. Be watching for updates! We voted to place an ad for Kim Kummer in the IC Convention Program book as she prepares to run for ESA IC Second VP this summer at IC Convention in Loveland, CO. Good luck, Kim!! We also voted to send a $5,000.00 check to support the Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center of Wichita. This amount will come from the
Special Projects Fund. We voted to accept the 2016 Convention Budget that was presented by
Pat Josey, Shirley Campbell and committee.
Jill Richards, Kansas First VP, introduced
her slate of officers to be voted on at State
Convention in Topeka as we prepare to be
“Making a Difference” in ESA.
We had many items donated to the Pratt
Area Humane Society after they were used
to decorate the facility by District E. Way
to work smart, ladies. Great weekend!!

Angie, Amanda from FHTRC, and Rita.
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Drake’s Pet Talk
Who Let the Dogs Out?
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Paws and Pray by Karen Osborne, Chaplain
You will find as you look
back upon your life that
the moments when you
have really lived are the
moments when you have done things in
the spirit of love. Every time you smile
at someone, it is an action of love, a gift
to that person. No act of kindness, no
matter how small, is ever wasted on another.

April Valdemar lost her
mother.
Lawna Kurtyka lost her
daughter.
Marla Olson requests
thanks and praise for no cancer found in
her arm.
Melinda Neal lost her brother.

There were 22 prayer requests sent out
since the last state meeting and seven
cards, along with several e-mails sent.

Veronica Andrews broke her wrist in a
car accident.

Claudia Richardson lost her 2 year old
granddaughter, Nicolette.

Margaret Herrick had total hip replacement surgery.

Betty Bailey suffered a stroke and was
moved to a nursing home in Overland
Park.

Clara Ginn and her family are coping
with her son-in-law’s diagnosis of Lou
Gehrig’s disease.

Karen Lowery broke her arm.

Kathy Lutz lost her father-in-law.

Bonnie Templeton was back in Kansas
City for treatments for her brain tumor.

Crystal Creamer requests prayers for
family issues.

Brenda Love lost her sister and spent
several months with her before she
passed away.

Diane Goold lost her sister.

Ann Langenfeld's son, Kelly, has tongue
and voice box cancer.
Anna Kitchen lost her sister to cancer.
Marlene Kilgore's son, Paul, has tumors
on his pancreas and liver.
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Pam Mitchell has a bacterial infection in
her arm.
Jill Richards lost her mother.
esaprayers@esaks.org

Reports from the Leaders of the Pack
POOP HAPPENS!!!
by Denise Masterson, Kansas Care & Share Chair

A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated to the Kansas Care
& Share and Disaster Fund weekend in Pratt. Bonnie and I had a
great time putting it together. The mystery afternoon was a big
hit and we had 17 tables of four players each that played Bunko
that evening. We had a great time yelling Bunko and getting the
traveling Bunko gift. Carol Reinhardt deserves a huge thank you
for all her help with our Bunko night. Bonnie and I were able to
split $1,905.00 that weekend. I was so flabbergasted at your
generosity. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
It is time to think about your yearly giving in your chapter and in
your district. Please remember the Kansas Care & Share fund
when you do that giving. It has helped many members over the
years.
We will have a raffle table at State Convention that you will need to check out. There is an
awesome raffle item that we are saving to give away at convention. Hopefully, we will have
our full committee back at convention. Brenda Love is our other committee member. We are
keeping her in our prayers at the loss of her sister.
Thanks and hugs to you all.
Kansas Care & Share Committee: Brenda Love and Carol Reinhardt

ESA Pawsitively “Pays It Forward”,
by Judy Christiansen & Jacque Bolinger, Ways & Means Co-Chairs

“Uncork The Pawsibilities” - Convention Happenings
There will be “Three Chances to Win.” Visit “The Vineyard”
where you will be given the chance to win a bottle of wine or
other beverage. We hope you all will donate a bottle of wine
or another beverage to share with us for this event. Also, we
are having a “Silent Basket Auction” and the 50/50 Raffle.
Saturday “The Vineyard” will be open to purchase corks ($10
a cork or 3 for $25). All the bottles and the corks will have
numbers. You will get to match your cork to the bottle you won. That’s right, ladies, everyone is a winner! Buy a cork, win a bottle! Saturday you will also be bidding on the Silent
Auction Baskets. Remember, Angie’s theme is always a “pawsibility” when putting your
baskets together. Don’t forget to purchase tickets for the 50/50 Raffle ($3.00 a ticket). Remember 50% of the 50/50 raffle goes to the Kansas State Council for next year’s budget,
while the other 50% is divided 25%, 15% and 10% between three lucky winners!
We will be available in Topeka on Friday, April 29, to accept your donations of beverages, baskets and 50/50 raffle tickets. Thanks in advance to all our Kansas members
for helping raise funds this year.
Ways & Means Committee: Linda Bocox and Melinda Neal
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Hope for Heroes & President’s Pet Project
by Pat Upham, Care Connection Chair

I know that you have been working diligently on the President’s Challenge and Hope
for Heroes projects. So far though, I have
only received forms from our January meeting on donations to Pratt Animal Shelter.
Several chapters have sent me the President’s challenge forms and Hope for Heroes
forms. Time is drawing near to get that paperwork sent to me.

lot to get a package from home and a thank
you for serving our country.
I ask that you remit your paperwork postmarked no later than April 1. I will also
accept an email from you by the same date
with your forms attached. My home address is: 520 W. Pine Junction City, KS
66441 and my email address is
pupham1@gmail.com

I realize that Christmas is over, but we still
have Easter and Memorial Day coming up.
You can still adopt a soldier and send him/
her care packages. In fact, you might want
to adopt them for a year. These men and
women love to hear from us and to know
they are supported by us. I know it means a

The Guide Dog Book,
by Erin Metters, Handbook Chair

It’s that time again - time to get your handbook updates to me. This year we will give every
board member a CD with the full Kansas Handbook entries. Here are your options:
Email to e_metters@yahoo.com
You can send a file already updated or scan/mark your changes and I will apply
them to the final copy. You can send me the information using the following
formats:
Microsoft Word (any version)
PDF file
Snail Mail to:
Erin Metters
1903 Romany Road
Mission Hills, KS 66208
Send a corrected copy
Send a marked up copy and I will apply the changes.
Please get the changes to me by March 25, 2016. Thanks and hope to see everyone at State
Convention.
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Discover the Paws-ibilities,
by Rita Baker, Workshop Coordinator

I am so excited I don’t know where to begin!
My committee (Anita Gottsponer, Phyllis
Simmons) and I are so grateful for the amazing response to our workshops from all of
you.
Our first workshop in Garden City was with
the Finney County Sheriff’s office and their
K-9 Unit. Their K-9’s are certified through
the United States Police Canine Association.
Officer Rojas did his workshop with Dino.
He is a Black Shepherd from Belgium. Dino
is trained in narcotics and patrol work. What
an amazing and beautiful dog. It was a great
lesson in how those highly trained animals
protect us, our law enforcement officers, and
our military. We salute these brave dogs and
the officers who become their best friends.
Our second workshop in Pratt was given by
Amanda, a certified Therapeutic Riding Instructor from Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding
Center (FHTRC), Wichita, KS. What an
amazing presentation
by Amanda to show
us how the horses and
children interact. She
showed us how children are able to calm
down, relax, and even
learn to walk by riding a horse. Thank

you for all those who
donated monies after her
presentation.
It was
great to see the priceless
expression from Amanda when we handed her
$560. Also, we give a
huge THANK YOU to
the Kansas State Council for voting to donate
$5,000 to the FHTRC. We will present her
that check at our District C meeting Sunday,
March 6, when President Angie can join us
and witness the presentation.
Don’t miss CONVENTION April 29, 30, and
May 1! The workshops are going to be
AWESOME! We will have two workshops
and one keynote presenter. One workshop
will be given by Terri Olson (IC Rep) and
Julene Donnay (MARC Rep). The other
workshop will be given by Reed Harrison,
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and his helper, Maxwell, who is a six year old African
Gray Parrot. Our Keynote Presenter will be
Deb Tegethoff and her assistant, Glenda Keller, with Kansas Specialty Dog Service
(KSDS). They plan to bring a couple of dogs
for show and tell. KSDS has their own
breeding program and train their own dogs.
I said it would be awesome, didn’t I? Don’t
you dare miss it!

Pawprints, by Sondra Messenger, Association of the Arts Chair
I hope you have your Association of the Arts entry completed by this time. If not, now is the
time to work on it.
The entry form is in your computer (checkout the ESA Website: esaks.org) and it would be
nice for you to pre-register before April 1. That information would allow us to know how
many tables to order for your displays. However, if you do not meet that deadline, bring your
entry to convention anyway and we will register you there.
If you prefer to not have your item judged, we will have a “display only” table.
Let’s have a big turn out this year!
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Infinite Paws-ibilities in ESA! By Peggy Harrison, Membership Director
Peggy with her Corgies

Hello to all my sisters, those who are not members,
those who are members, and those who just don’t
know it yet, but soon will be members. After all,
who wouldn’t want to be a part of an ideal organization, where women and men can come to be challenged, to grow and to work hard, while sharing
good times. Better still, maybe you just want to
support ESA projects or maybe you just want to
have fun. Well, rest assured, ESA has something for everyone. In fact, ESA members
have it ALL. ESA is all about our passion for caring, sharing, hoping, loving, giving
and helping children, adults, and communities who need compassion, food, positive
thoughts, clothes, donations, and even prayer chains.
My Kansas Sisters, we are up to 27 new pledges for our 2015-2016 year. That’s even
better than I reported at our January meeting in Pratt. Our records are showing three
reinstatements, but I know of one more in February. I’m waiting on a complete count
of MAL members and there are two demits. I am very proud of that 27 number for new
pledges. Keep up the good work. Without growth in members, this beautiful organization could stagnate. Remember, ESA stands for good friends, good works, and good
times. See, infinite paws-abilities abound in ESA!
See you all in Topeka for Convention. Get ready to party!

Roster Changes
Pam McElvain
Auditor
New E-Mail: pammc199@gmail.com
Diane Goold—Easter Seals Chair—MOVED
Disregard address in December issue
4202 North 30 Terrace
St. Joseph, MO 64506
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News from the IC Dog House
PAWSITIVELY HELPING EACH OTHER
by Bonnie Templeton, Disaster Fund Chair
Bonnie & her dog, Marley

Good News! I have received money and
haven’t had to pay any out!
I hope everyone had a pawsitively fun time
in Pratt during our events for the Disaster
Fund and Kansas Care and Share. I want to
thank those who weren’t “officially” on our
committees who helped out throughout the
day. I am pleased to announce that we
made $952.50 going to each Fund and received more donations on Sunday morning.
The time is approaching for your chapter disbursements and I ask
that you please help keep these funds as a resource for our members through your chapter’s planned giving. I need to receive your
donations by April 1 in order to count for awards at convention.
There will be some more raffle items available during convention
so I hope to see everyone there!
On a personal note, I would also like to thank all of you for your
thoughts and prayers as I continue through this health journey. I
go back in April for my three month check up to see if the radiation was effective in stopping the growth of the tumor. Day by
day.
A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives
health to the bones. Proverbs 15:30

IC Race Track, by Kim Kummer, IC Treasurer
Springtime finds ESA chapters busy with projects, gathering donation information for philanthropic reports, and preparing for
convention. What about hosting a membership recruitment party? Anytime of the year is the right time to share ESA. Tie it in
with a service project. Plan a Strike-Out Domestic Violence
Bowling Party or an informational meeting about tornado awareness (before the season begins) by promoting disaster preparedness. Kansas President Angie would love for you to remember
our “four-legged” friends with a project. Remember to check out
the variety of party planner ideas in the member center at
www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org . All of these ideas allow for oppor-

International Council
President
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2nd Vice President
Sandy Alexander
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(Continued on page 16)
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News from the IC Dog House
ESA Foundation Tracks,
by Brenda Schaffer, ESA Foundation Sr. Director

We had a terrific time at the winter state council weekend in Pratt. The weekend activities
were enjoyed immensely. Thank you, District E. There were a lot of items at our ESA Foundation table on Sunday and we had a lot of winners, too. Joy Thornbrugh, Delores Currier, Judy Christiansen, Melinda Neal, Shirley Keener and Ann Merrett were our lucky winners. In
addition, we also gained a new member to the Foundation, Rachel Livermore!
We will continue our raffle for the Red Hat Quilt at convention and give it away on Sunday.
You can view the quilt on the ESA Kansas website. Thanks to Crystal Collinsworth who graciously donated the quilt to be auctioned.
All ESA Foundation scholarship information is available on the web at:
www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/esaf. Please donate generously to the ESA Foundation and we
will see everyone at convention in Topeka!
Brenda, Rachel, Anna and Crystal
EDITOR’S CORRECTION: In the December issue it was printed that Sherry Brown was a new ESA Foundation
Committee member. Actually, she is a new ESA Foundation Member! Please accept our apologies for the error.

More IC Race Track...
(Continued from page 15)

tunities to share ESA with others. As President Rickie says, “we
must step outside the box” if we want ESA to continue to grow and
touch others. I need to pledge a new member this year…how about
you? Email me skummer@cox.net if you plan to pledge a new member before June 1 and we
can keep each other accountable. Can you imagine what could happen if each chapter in ESA
pledged one member. Don’t just think about it. . .do something. . .pledge a new member today!
The ESA Membership Corp. (ESAMC) recently announced they are accepting applications for
qualified individuals to fill two voluntary, non-paid positions on the ESAMC Board of Directors. They are looking for board members who believe in the mission to promote, build and
advance the good works and best interests of Epsilon Sigma Alpha. The application deadline is
August 15, 2016. If you are interested in being considered, the application is in the member
center of the website http://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/member-center/chapter-management/
ESA-Headquarters/ESA-Membership-Corporation/ESAMC-Board-of-Directors-Information.
I want to thank my Kansas ESA sisters and brothers for their support as I serve as IC Treasurer.
Although a busy year, I have learned and gained much knowledge about our organization. I
will be traveling to Oregon, Ohio, and Virginia this spring and I am so excited that my schedule allows me to be in Kansas for our state convention. I look forward to seeing you there. I
hope I hear from you to help keep me accountable. Remember the only way for ESA to grow
is by asking someone to join.
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News from the IC Dog House
ESA for St. Jude , by Shelah Goyer, ESA for St. Jude, Sr. Coordinator
Hats & Horses Extravaganza for the Kids at St. Jude
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! Only $25.00 for a ticket,
which gives you the chance for a special door prize of some
beautiful jewelry for the lucky lady and a wonderful prize for the
lucky gent, plus the chance for some other wonderful prizes given throughout the evening. Go ahead and pre-register for your
ticket today by sending me your $25.00, and then come by our
table when you register to pick it up along with your special admission bracelet. Another option, you may stop by the table to buy your ticket at that time. We
have a beautiful diamond you could win with your purchase of a Mint Julep, as well as some wonderful auction items, i.e., a diamond necklace, vacation time at a beautiful condo in Las Vegas, a
weekend away package, and many more great items.
Hats, bow ties, Mint Juleps, silks and horse races, spelling bees, balloon races, diamonds and condos! No those are not dreams of what could be – those are realities of what will be for you to experience when you come to the ESA for St. Jude Event Friday night on April 29. I have been hearing
exciting plans already. Some of you have your hats for the Win, Place and Show Red Carpet run in
the Hat Parade. The guys are getting their bow ties ready and I am hearing of chapter jockeys in the
works.
Brian Haug is making a return appearance as our emcee for our event. His t-shirt and jeans are gone
and he is joining the Hats and Horses Extravaganza Celebration. Brian is coming again to give his
time to celebrate each special day of a child, believing in Danny Thomas’ vision for Finding Cures
and Saving Children. Come share with your Derby Diva’s--Diney, Charlotte, Jacque, Vicki and myself--to enjoy the music, horse races, gambling, beautiful hats and handsome jockeys for an evening
promised to be full of fun and lots of donations for the children at St. Jude. You will even get to see
your Candidates in action as you check out their Spelling Bee acumen along with their special hat
designs for participation in the Hat Parade. Please also help us by asking your friends, families,
businesses in your area for donations to St, Jude.

Dream Home in Wichita
It is so exciting to have this opportunity, please read the information below.
Mary Hill, Chair; Karen Knorp-Brown, Volunteer Coordinator
Open House begins April 16-May 23 hours are 9-5 Saturdays and Noon to 5 on Sunday
Contact Karen to sign up and work one of the 4 hours shifts.
Giveaway is May 25
Thank You ESA Day - March 19, 2016
The 2016 Thank You ESA Day will give you a glimpse into life at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. This event is ALSAC’s way of saying “THANK YOU ESA” and also for helping you to
be among the first to know what’s happening at the hospital. The event will be held on the campus
of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, TN. The session will begin at 8:30 a.m. and
will end by 5:00 p.m. Lunch will be included for the event. Room reservations will be available at
a discounted rate for those of you who may have to travel a distance.
We are fundraising for St. Jude and we hope you are, too!
Shelah Goyer, ESA for St Jude Sr.

Diney Uhlig, ESA for St. Jude Jr.

Charlotte Combs, Vicki Morey, Jackie Ediger
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News from the IC Dog House
2016 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
“REACHING NEW HEIGHTS IN ESA”
July 10-17, 2016
Embassy Suites Loveland—Hotel, Spa and
Conference Center
Loveland, Colorado
IC Convention Program Ads
The order form to advertise in the International Convention Program Book of ESA International Convention, to be held July 10-17, 2016, at the Embassy Suites Loveland - Hotel, Spa and
Conference Center, Loveland, Colorado is now available on the ESA Website. Go to the
Member Center, hover over the CHAPTER/COUNCIL MGT. tab on the right hand side of the
page. Under INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL in the left hand column, click on 2016 IC Convention. You will find the form and much more information on the upcoming convention.
Take advantage of this opportunity to promote your ESA events and projects.
Advertisements will be accepted through June 1, 2016. Prices are as follows:
Full Page - $100.00
One-Quarter Page - $25.00

One-Half Page - $50.00
Business Card - $15.00

Make your check payable to ESA IC Convention 2016. Mail the check, along with the form
and a hard copy of the ad, to:
Mary Humphrey
56295 E. 28th Court
Strasburg, CO 80136.
Electronic copies of the ad must be sent to: marykh@tds.net
Please take time to browse through the IC Convention page on the website to access all the
convention info. We look forward to seeing you in Loveland!
2016 IC Convention Committee

Our IC Rep for the 2016 Kansas State Council
Convention is Terri Olson.
Terri is currently serving as the IC Workshop Coordinator. Please
send Terri greetings welcoming her to Kansas!
Terri Olson (Bob)
2627 Colorado Road
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
612-578-5003 (C)
terri.mnesa@gmail.com
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Barks from MARC
MARC Officers
President
Kim Mandrell
kimzgreys@charter.net
Vice President
Angie Butenschoen
abutenschoen@gmail.com
Secretary
Kim Poling
A.kimmi.p57@gmail.com
Treasurer
Celeste Webb
celeste.webb@consolidated.com

Parliamentarian
Debbie Vercellono
debrajv@airmail.net
Communicator
Brenda Fields
b.fields.esa@gmail.com
Jr Past President
Pat Ludwig
happysass@comcast.net
Sr Past President
LeAnn Wray
lwray2@comcast.net
Chaplain
Lynn Howley
lehowley92@gmail.com
www.esamarc.org

ESAMC Board
President
Susan Winters
Vice-President
Angie Butenshoen
Secretary
Patricia Gale
Members
Pat Griffin
Rosalie Griffith
Pat Josey
Bob Brandes
Vickie Farris, IC Rep
Rosalee Echele, ESAF Rep
Charlotte Carloni, Executive Director
BJ Clark, International Director

21

Always By Your Side--KSC.. Convention
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Always By Your Side--KSC.. Convention
Our MARC Rep for the 2016 Kansas State Council
Convention is Julene Donnay.
Julene is currently serving as the MARC Ways & Means Chair.
Please welcome Julene to Kansas!
Julene Donnay
17763 Oakland Drive NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304-4527
julenedonnay@aol.com

Some ideas for your Kentucky Derby hats!!!!
Here’s hoping that everyone will be dressing in their best Kentucky Derby hat for the St.
Jude event on Friday night at Convention.
Have fun with this! Many of you may have hats from when we wore them to IC Conventions as part of our sunflower campaign dress. Get it out and dust it off. Wear it, as is, or
embellish it with flowers, feathers, bows, ribbons or whatever!!
If you don’t have a hat, now is the time to go shopping! With Easter arriving on March 27
this year, you can probably find hats at your local department store, or Wal-Mart or Target.
Price them now and realize there is a good chance they will go on sale after Easter is over!
If you need ideas, go online and check out
“images of Kentucky Derby hats for women.”
Make it simple or make it extravagant; just
make it fun!
Believe me, anything goes!!!!

Your hat does NOT need
to be purple! It just happens to be our favorite
color, BUT we aren’t the
judges!
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Kibbles and Bits of Info

ABOVE: Easter Seals Capper Foundation in Topeka, Kansas presented the Kansas State Council of ESA
with their Founder’s Award. This fantastic news was shared with the membership at the January Council
meeting in Pratt . Pictured from left to right are the Easter Seals committee members, Ann Lamon, Diane
Stowell, Nancy Urbauer holding the award, and Diane Goold, Easter Seals Chair, and looking on is KSC
President, Angie Fairbanks.

BELOW: ESA member, Miranda Mandl, of Pratt was gracious enough to provide a variety of USBorne
books for members to purchase for the Kids of St. Jude. Along with her able assistant, they hosted the
book fair at the Winter State Council meeting.
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District Kennel News
Kansas District Chairs
District A
Joy Thornbrugh
jpierson6174@gmail.com
District B Liaison
Terry Hogan
tlhogan43@cableone.net
District C
Becky Bumgarner
beckysrose@cox.net
District D
Terri Clark
terrisclark24@gmail.com
District E
Jeri Mitchell
jerimitchell@cox.net
District F
Marla Olson
molson@unitedwireless.com

The ESA District J meeting was held in Frankfort on
January 10, 2016 at the United Methodist Church
Dis
tric
tJ
Fellowship Hall. Phyllis Simmons, Beta Epsilon
President, welcomed everyone and then all enjoyed
a lovely “English Tea” served by members of Beta
Epsilon. We enjoyed many traditional English Tea items including several different types of scones, lemon curd, Devonshire cream, strawberries
dipped in chocolate, and English trifle.
After the Tea the business portion of the meeting was conducted by
Shirley Campbell, District Chair, with 26 members present. Once again
all chapters have been very busy with their philanthropic activities. Cards
were sent to several members and Carol Reinhardt won the lovely door
prize. The slate of officers for 2016-17 were elected with Pat Upham as
Chairman, Phyllis Simmons as Vice-Chairman, and DeAdre Strouts as
Treasurer.
Once the “work” was finished a fun quarter auction fund raiser was held to
raise monies for the district.
Submitted by: Betty Winslow

District G
Rachel Livermore
rlivermore08@gmail.com
District H Liaison
Lisa Baum
gbbaum@cox.net
District I Liaison
Cleo Plaggerman
lplaggerman@gmail.com

Left—District J Officers Betty Winslow, Parliamentarian; Donna Dawson, Secretary; Shirley Campbell, Chairman; and Carol Reinhardt, Treasurer conducting the
meeting. Right—Quarter Auction items.

District J
Shirley Campbell
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Eta Phi members with KSC President Angie Fairbanks at a District D meeting.
From left to right: Terri Clark, District D Chair, Angie Fairbanks, Crystal Collinsworth, Ann Merrett, Becky Kelley, Charmaine Nichols and Charlotte Combs.

Chapter Dog Tales
Alpha Zeta – Garden City

Alph
a
Zeta

Alpha Zeta has been keeping busy. The weekend before Thanksgiving, we helped with the Holiday Home Tour. All the funds
that are received at this event are given to the Russell Child Development Center. This agency provides programs for high risk
infants from birth until they start school.

After Christmas we met to help sew for ESA and made Santa
Hugs for Hospice. We enjoyed sewing, while visiting and sharing lots of laughter.
Plans are well underway for our Second Annual Glow Run scheduled for April. The funds
from this project will go to St. Jude and the Garden City Family Crisis Center.
We have also donated books to an early Childhood School, as well as two books to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Submitted by: Mary Ann Johnson
Beta Beta - Andover
Beta Beta members celebrated Christmas with a
progressive dinner. Sandy Keener, Karen Osborne,
and Peggy Harrison provided homes for the dinner.
A Dirty Santa game was played at the end of the
evening and it was enjoyed by all. We also ran the
Children's train at Andover's Hometown Christmas.
Husbands and members alike get involved in this event. Several members decorated
the St. Francis Hospice floor for Christmas and several have taken treats and goodies
around on the floor at different times for patients and
families. We also donated hats and mittens and funds to
help the El Dorado children have a great visit with Santa
at one of their schools.

ta
Be a
t
Be

We held our business meeting at the Andover Senior
Center in January and the Andover Library in February.
Following the February meeting we toured the Humane
Society. Beta Beta members attended the Board meeting
at Pratt in January and also the District C meeting at Sugar Sisters in Caldwell. Our own Peggy Harrison will be
the new District C Chair for next year.
Submitted by: Karen Osborne
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Chapter Dog Tales
Beta
Rho
chil-

Beta Rho - Independence
Beta Rho, Independence, had another successful Christmas Home Tour for
our fundraiser. Weather cooperated. Our Christmas business/social party
was hosted by our two newest members, Gayle Medow and Rhonda Clark.
We have a Heartspring Adopt-A-Child and funds were collected for gifts and
cards. Donations and supplies were also collected for a battered mother with
dren, to help them have a happy holiday.

January's program was Mark Coder, who took us through the history of Independence and
Cherryvale. A book has been published about the "Bloody Benders". There were many reminders of "do you remember this”, which brought back memories. February will be a social
and Valentine Sweetheart party. The second meeting of the month will be at the Independence
Community College Fab Lab, the art of creating pawsibilities.
A variety of snacks and drinks were delivered to our local cancer center. A couple of soups
were made for the Martin Luther King celebration at the high school. Information was given
concerning the new recycle location, the first Saturday of each month.
In loving memory of Cheryl Arnwine, a member of 33 years, who passed away January 30,
2016.
Submitted by: Judi Harris
Chi Epsilon - Wichita
Our November 10, 2015 business meeting started with an exceptional
guest speaker for our educational. Cindy Coughenour presented “Female
and Fearless” -- showing us self-defense techniques and each member was
sent home with a souvenir -– a “Stabby Kitty”. We had three rushees in
attendance. As a fund raiser, the Ways and Means Committee had a Pampered Chef Party on November 16, which was a success and brought in
Chi
over $400.00. Our Christmas Party was held December 8, 2015 at Carol
Epsi
Rohloff’s house. We enjoyed a catered meal and then had our pledge pinlon
ning ceremony for our three new pledges--Cheryl Krob, Jody Hartkopp,
and Sheri Robson. After this, we all had fun exchanging “Dirty Santa” and Secret
Sister presents. At our January 12, 2016, business meeting held at the Aragon Clubhouse, members in a philanthropic effort, and in support of our chapter president’s theme, “Paws for the
Cause”, brought towels and blankets to donate to the Humane Society, as well as coats/
sweaters/hats/gloves to donate to Warm Hearts, and finally valentines for the Day of Love at
Heartspring. Our educational speaker at this meeting was head mistress Jill D. Miller, who
provided insight to her “Finishing School for Modern Women,” which brings together women
of all ages, to learn from experts and each other, how to claim our power in business, finance,
communication, and life. The classes she provides are about finding our authentic selves; not
because
we
need
finishing,
but
because
we’re
never
finished.
(finishingschoolformodernwomen.com) Ms. Miller offered one free future class to those in
attendance. Our January social on January 19, 2016, was held at Big’s Bar & Grill where we
met for fun, food, and friendship.
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Submitted by: Kevin Kitchen-McKinney

Chapter Dog Tales
Delta Epsilon - Rose Hill
Delta Epsilon is off to a busy start in 2016. After ending the year with our
annual Christmas dinner and gift exchange, we jumped right into a fun service project. For the second year in a row, members gathered to create
Delt
a
warm blankets for veterans. Most of the blankets are made using fleece
E
psilo
and are then tied together so construction is easy and no sewing is required.
n
This makes for a great opportunity to visit and connect with other chapter
members while also giving back to the community. Blankets will be donated to the
VA Hospital. Next up, a Valentine dinner out with members and their sweethearts! Love is
in the air!
Submitted by Sherri Elliott

Eta Phi - Wichita
Eta Phi has had a busy winter. We hope you all had a good
Christmas and New Years and 2016 is being good to you. We had our
Christmas Party at Charmaine Nichols’ home and had a great time. As
part of our greenery fund raiser, we had several centerpieces and other
i
h
P
greenery we donated to the Ronald McDonald House in Wichita.
a
t
E
Eta Phi hosted the District D January meeting and enjoyed the
opportunity to see our District D sisters, as well as some State Officers
and guests. The
State
Council
meeting in Pratt was a great time with
bunco to play and mysteries to solve.
Submitted by: Crystal Collinsworth

Christmas time with Eta Phi members: (L to R)
Virginia Pellegrini, Becky Kelley, Crystal Collinsworth, Charmaine Nichols, and Charlotte Combs.
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Chapter Dog Tales
Beta Epsilon - Frankfort

Beta
Epsi
lo

Beta Epsilon members and their spouses gathered at the home of Susan
Winters for a Mystery Dinner Valentine Social on February 14. Everyn
one was given a menu of mystery dishes to select from. No-one knew if
they were going to get their fork in the first course or the last! Dessert
may have been served before the appetizer. Definitely a fun evening to remember!
We have enjoyed some fun educational programs this year. We have played games and
have tried our hand at being creative with small craft projects.
Our annual Taco Supper was a “dinner” this year and very successful. We just finished
holding our second Barn Quilt painting session at the local care home. The residents have
really enjoyed the evenings painting and interacting with all of us. It has been something
different for them to participate in.
Submitted by: Susan Winters

Care resident displays
her barn quilt painting.

Janet Christener showing her snowman word.
She had to guess the word only by our actions

Connie Stallbaumer shows
her hand painted snowman

MARCH 4, 2016

Colorful decorations

GOODWILL BIRTHDAY BASH

Angie Fairbanks with Marsha Barnes in front of
tables of birthday gifts and cupcakes for
the clients.
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Volunteer crew for the 2016 Goodwill Birthday Bash.

Good Food ~
Good Friends ~
Good Times!
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Good friends Denise and Bonnie being recognized by
Angie for their Good Works.

Karen & Angie enjoying Good Times with an
evening of Bunko!

Deadlines

Articles for the News & Views

August 15

+

Articles must be emailed as an attachment to
nveditor@esaks.org.

+

All articles MUST be created and sent in Microsoft
Word format. Use Times New Roman 12 point font.

+

CONVENTION AWARD REPORTS must be submitted
electronically—we will NOT retype these!!

+

We reserve the right to edit items for space as well as
grammar and punctuation. Articles that are received
after the deadline are NOT guaranteed publication. They
will be held over until the next issue.

November 15
February 15
May 15
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